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Our Lord’s Ascension into Heaven 


Authority of Scripture and Church Scholars’ Definitions 


Acts 1:8. But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” 


The Ascension of Christ is “the visible and glorious triumph of Christ 
as victor, raising His body above the clouds, and then, in an invisible way, 
extending it above all heavens, so as to oceupy His Kingdom unto the end of 
the world, and everywhere, in a heavenly manner, afford us aid” (Calovius). 

Jacobs’ Summary of the Christian Faith. ; 


Concerning the Ascension, Lutheran doctrine teaches: “The heaven to 
which Christ ascended cannot be spatially conceived. Lutheran theology 
has always insisted on this in opposition to the Reformed idea of the cir- 
cumscriptive locality of Christ in heaven. But Christ has His definite pres- 
ence in heaven, however illocal it is, even as angels have their definite 
presence, although they are pure spirits. Therefore the Lord’s ascension 
was an actual local transference from the earth, not a mere disappearance, 
but it terminated in an illocal mode of presence in the heaven which is 
above all space. 

“The bearing of the ascension of Christ on our redemption lies in its 
connection with His enthronement in glory and the exercise of His unlim- 
ited power from on high for the salvation of the world.” 

Voigt’s “Between God and Man.” 


HOLLAZ, a teacher of the seventeenth century, has written: ‘The 
Ascension is the glorious act of Christ by which, after having been re- 
suscitated, He betook Himself, according to His human nature, by a true, 
real, and local motion, according to His voluntary determination ,and in a 
visible manner unto the clouds and thence in an invisible manner into the 
common heaven of the blessed and to the very throne of God, that, having 
triumphed over His enemies He might occupy the kingdom of God, Acts 
3: 21, reopen the closed paradise, Rev. 3: 7, and prepare a permanent in- 
heritance for us in heaven, John 14: 2.” 

Mueller’s “Christian Dogmatics.” 


The Voice of the Bell 


By DOROTHY CLARKE 


Tue Voice of the Bell is a friendly voice 
With a welcome for one and all— 
An invitation to rest and repair 
The soul in its struggle, the heart with its care: 
For you'll find new strength and succor there 
When you answer the Church Bell’s call. 


The Voice of the Bell is an urgent voice, 
And it speaks, saying: Now is the time 
To cleanse your spirits with waters pure, 
To set your lives on foundations sure, 
To build for the Peace that will be secure 
When you heed the Church Bell’s chime. 


"Tis a voice of triumph, a prophet’s voice, 
With a peacetime tale to tell— 
But it asks us to gather and watch and pray, 
That those whom we love who are far away 
May sooner return on that Victory Day— 
So ask yourself: Can you stay away 
When you hear the Voice of the Bell? 


Bluefield, West Virginia. 


>and Katharina Mauney, who came: 


_ made available both civic and eccle- 


Kings Mountain, N. C. 


an esteemed Christian business man, 
who has so applied his talents in in- 
dustry as to give support to his 
Church and its schools, its missions, 
its Brotherhood, and its organization. | 
Mr. Mauney is of the sixth gen- 
eration of his family in the United | 
States. His ancestors were Valentine | 


William Kemp Mauney 


to America in 1737 and 1751 re- | 
spectively. With their family they i 
“played an active and important part | 
in the establishment and freedom of | 
our beloved United States of Amer-— 
ican 4 | 

Dr. J. L. Morgan, president of the ‘ 
United Synod of North Carolina, has 


siastical data for THe LUuTHERAN’S 
use. From the first one notes the- 
participation in community activities” 
of many sorts. Of his church work, 
Dr. Morgan has written: i 

“He has been a member of St. 
Matthew’s Lutheran Church in 
Kings Mountain, N. C., all his life, 
and is now—in all faithfulness— 


A member of the church council 

The superintendent of the Sun- 

day school. 

“In 1924 he was elected by thes 
North Carolina Synod as a member’ 
of the Board of Trustees of Lenoir 
Rhyne College, which school belongs: 
to the synod. He has been repeatedly’ 
re-elected to that office every three 
years from that time up to the pres- 
ent. In this Board he is— 


The vice-president 

A member of the Executive 
Committee 

A member of the Finance 
Committee 
(Continued on page 29) 
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In This Time of Need 


Dear Lorn: Now that those in authority have told us that invasion 
of enemy territory is certain and may cause much pain and many deaths, 
but which will bring to an end the struggle in which our nation and our 
beloved brethren are engaged, we come to Thee in their behalf and ours 
to pray fervently: Strengthen our trust in Thee and our assurance that 
our cause is not contrary to Thy will; Bestow Thy blessing upon our 
armed forces and upon all for whom this is a critical hour; Grant wisdom 
to those in authority, especially to the President of the United States 
and the Commanders of the armed forces. 

That Thou hast greatly favored our beloved nation in the past we 
humbly acknowledge. Thou hast not only given us the stewardship of a 
land rich in resources and generous in rewarding industry, but Thou 
hast’made knowledge of Thee and access to Thy Word and thine Altars 
free to rich and poor, citizen and alien alike. By means of these privileges 
we have become a mighty nation with a destiny from Thee to our fellow- 
men everywhere. In defense thereof we have left the vocations of peace 
to apply the means and methods prescribed by war. 

-That great dangers will be encountered, we are warned. We pray 
for the courage, the patience and the assurance in mind and heart that 
enable men to pass into the valley of the shadow of death fighting for a 
victory profitable to all mankind and worthy of the supreme sacrifice. 

To Thee, in Jesus’ Name, we come for guidance and power. We add 
our petitions to those of men and women who are in combat zones or 
prisoners of war. Especially do we ask that the Church be enlightened 
so as to know and proclaim Thy will. Amen. 
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IN THE REWS 


Loss and gain 

AvvanceE of the Japanese in Honan 
Province of China, aimed at the 
Peiping-Hankow railroad, has forced 
the flight of sixteen American Lu- 
theran missionaries and their chil- 
dren. 

They are missionaries of the Au- 
gustana Synod, and are reported 
now on their way to Sian. 

Success of the American forces in 
capturing the Hollandia area of New 


Guinea has re- 
eC Dp 92 


sulted in freeing 


from the Japanese 


jz missionaries,  in- 
—~cluding many 
“4 German Luther- 
‘ans. These Ger- 
man missionaries 
were found with the Americans and 
Australians, and seemed to have 
suffered as much as their anti-Axis 
comrades. 

Before long we may know the 
full story of what happened to the 
Lutherans in the Finschhafen field. 
Of the Americans working there, 
nineteen had not been heard from 
since December 1942. The American 
Lutheran Church, which will prob- 
ably have to assume the whole work 


> 


of the Neuendettelsau Society, is ae, 


ready beginning to figure on wher 
to get the men and money for the 
task. There are 40,000 baptized Lu- 
therans in that area. 


Methodists are in the war 

AFTER five hours of debate at the 
Kansas City convention, the Meth- 
odist Church “blessed the war.” At 
the previous quadrennial conven- 
tion, in 1940, they declared that the 
Methodist Church would not “of- 
ficially endorse, support, or partic- 
ipate in war,” and forbade the use of 
church buildings “for the promotion 
of war.” 

This year the majority report, in- 
troduced by Dr. Albert E. Day, re- 
affirmed the 1940 opinion. A minority 
report proclaimed that “God him- 
self has a stake in this struggle. We 
repudiate the theory that a State, 
even though imperfect in itself, must 
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not fight against intolerable wrongs.” 

The minority report was carried, 
the clergy voting 170 to 169 for it, 
and the lay delegates 203 to 131. The 
report was put forth by Charles C. 
Parlin, a lawyer of Englewood, N. J. 

Mr. Parlin claimed that the ma- 
jority report by no means expressed 
the sentiments of 8,000,000 Meth- 
odists, many of whom are on the bat- 
tlefront. He upheld “the necessary 
use of military force to resist any 
aggression which would overthrow 
every right held sacred by civilized 
man.” 


Another evidence of the trend gen- 
eral throughout American Protestant 
churches to get busy in creating war 
morale is the decision in many sec- 
tions of the country to ring church 
bells on D-Day, and gather in 
churches everywhere to pray for 
victory. 7 


By-passing the Vulgate 

In making a new English transla- 
tion of the Old Testament, Roman 
Catholic scholars have received per- 
mission to work directly from He- 
brew, Aramaic, and Greek texts, in- 
stead of being required to translate 
from the Latin Vulgate. 

The Catholic Biblical Association 
is acting on encouragement of two 
recent Vatican documents. The Pon- 
tifical Biblical Commission, in a com- 
munication, dated August 22, 1943, 
encouraged the rendering of the 
Holy Scriptures from the original 
text for private study and reading. 

In the encyclical of Pope Pius is- 
sued last September, entitled Divino 
Affiante Spiritu, the attention of 
scholars is directed to “the original 
text which, having been written by 
the inspired author himself, has 
more authority and greater weight 
than even the best translation, 
whether ancient or modern.” © 


Roman Catholics have never be- ~ 


fore made a translation of the Bible 
into English from the original lan- 
guages. They have previously used 
the Vulgate, which in the sixteenth 
century was declared the authorized 


version of the Roman Church. 


by G. Elion Kuff 


Witnesses 

A STAFF sergeant “somewhere in 
England” was recently baptized by 
the Lutheran chaplain, Col. F. Her- 
bert Moehlmann. Another sergeant, 
a member of the Roman Catholic 
Church, served as a witness and 
held the baptismal font. The second 
witness was a deacon of the South- 
ern Baptist Church. 


Home rule for Lutherans 

SELF-RULE for native Christians on 
the American Lutheran Church mis- 
sion field in India was recommended 
at a recent conference of the Foreign 
Mission Board and seventeen war- 
furloughed missionaries. 

The missionaries went on record 
as being willing “to work under an 
Indian Church, in other words, to 
have the Mission merge completely 
with the Indian Church.” 

A constitution for this purpose has 
already been prepared, providing a 
church council representing the In- 
dian Church, and a Mission council. 


Big year for conventions 

A Ftoop tide of church conven- 
tions is at hand. Methodists led off 
with their quadrennial gathering in 
Kansas City. Next week the North- 
ern Baptists will convene in Atlantic 
City for a three-day session. Last 
year they omitted their convention, 
and during the interval a full-size 
schism has developed among them 
regarding fundamentalism. 

On May 25 the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterians U.S. A. (North- 
ern) will open in Chicago and that 
of the Presbyterians U. S. (South- 
ern) in Montreat, N. C. Efforts to. 
unite these denominations are under 
way, led by Henry Sloane Coffin, 
who is moderator of the northern 
group. In recognition of Dr. Coffin’s 
leadership, the Syracuse Presbytery 
has urged that he be renominated 
and re-elected this year. 

The Missouri Synod Lutherans, 
after taking a straw vote among 
their churches on the question of © 
omitting their convention this year, 
have decided to meet, beginning 
June 21, at Saginaw, Mich. 
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IN THE WORLD'S EVE 


“Soldiers,” says General W. H. 
Simpson, commander of the Fourth 
Army, “should be prepared spir- 
itually for combat by being instilled 
with a willingness to die for their 
country.” The General’s idea, which 
seems to be sadly limited in its “spir- 
itual” content, had long ago been 
anticipated by the Japanese. From 
the day of conscription the Japanese 
soldier receives a long course of 
“spiritual instruction.” It is made a 
matter of supreme importance that 
he shall be completely submissive 
and dependent upon his leaders, no 
matter what they may order. This 
accounts for the strange displays of 
fanatic self-sacrifice we read of in 
the news. That ideological training 
rests back upon the Japanese deifica- 
tion of the state as embodied in their 
“Son of Heaven” Emperor, and the 
corresponding claim of superiority 
for the Japanese people, likewise of 
heavenly descent. If that is what 
General Simpson means, and is seek- 
ing, it has no place in the American 
Army. 


When The Nation moved into its 
new quarters in New York a few 
weeks ago, it found its offices were 
lettered instead of numbered. Then 
it was learned that the letter M was 
missing, presumably because M is 
number 13 in the alphabet. This is 
a new and even sillier application of 
the superstition concerning 13 as an 
“unlucky number.” It places office 
buildings in the same catalogue with 
those hospitals which have cut out 
floor 13, or marked them with a star, 
in deference to the sick minds of 
patients. It is a slander on the young 
to call this a childish superstition, 
for children would never think of 
such a folly. Only muddled “mature”’ 
minds, and those that have degen- 
erated, would ever adopt such an 


absurdity. 


Does Mars take care of his own? 
Or is the following just an accident? 
According to a report in Svenska 
Dagbladet (February 25), coming 
direct from the Swedish Embassy in 
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Germany, Hitler’s Chancellery and 
Goering’s Air Ministry—both exten- 
sive structures—were still standing 
at the time of writing in the midst 
of Berlin’s almost complete destruc- 
tion. The arm of Mars is also said 
to extend its protection over the 
Brandenburger Tor, the Victory 
Column and the Armory, an impres- 
sive museum which. houses the 
treasured mementoes of the Prus- 
sian Army and its former victories. 


A Correspondent of the Christian 
Science Monitor describes an inter- 
esting and suggestive custom which 
has been observed in Cape Town, 
South Africa, ever since the begin- 
ning of the present war. Every day, 
with the firing of a noonday signal 
gun, a bugler steps out on a balcony 
in Adderley Street and sounds rev- 
eille. The call also goes out in all 
directions on the radio. After two 


minutes the last post is sounded. 


During those two minutes all street 
traffic comes to a halt; all work 
ceases, and “people everywhere—in 
street, workshop, office, school, or 
home—stand in respectful silence.” 
The originators of the plan intended 
it as “a call to pray for the men and 
women at the battlefront; the sick, 
the wounded, and those who are 
prisoners of war; those who are anx- 
ious about the well-being of their 
loved ones and a lasting peace.” 


Herr Goebbels is responsible for 
another new word in the ever-in- 
creasing war vocabulary. His oft- 
repeated promises of a new and ter- 
rible secret weapon that would par- 
alyze the Allies have been discred- 
ited because his favorite phrases— 
“approaching completion in the fac- 
tories”; “undergoing its final tests’; 
“the moment of retaliation is at 
hand’—have worn out their cre- 
dence and welcome. Lately they 
have disappeared entirely from the 
news sheets. However, the promised 
“wonder weapon (Wunder-Waffe)” 
has bequeathed to the disappointed 
people a bitter joke. Nowadays, 
when any optimistic announcement 
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is made to console or excite the peo- 
ple, without showing some definite 
foundation in fact, the offering is dis- 
missed with the comment that the 
radio commentators and newspapers 
are handing out “ten pfennigs’ 
worth of Wuwa!” 


A Note from Geneva is worthy of 
frequent repetition. It tells that “a 
group of French prisoners of war 
has given a touching testimony to 
their attachment to the Church by 
sending the Reformed Church at 
Lyons a parcel of flour saved from 
their scanty rations, with which they 
asked the Lyons Church to make 
bread for the Christian Communion, 
as a material symbol of the commun- 
ion of the Church in Lyons and the 
Church behind the barbed wire in 
the same Bread and Body.” This is 
a truly signal example of devotion 
turning extreme. sacrifice into a 
noble privilege of faith in highest 
unity. 


Protestant spokesmen recently 
(April 22) made an appeal to our 
Government to use its influence to 
obtain legal provisions for religious 
freedom by all nations. They want 
to see such action effectively incor- 
porated in treaties and agreements 
into which our country may intend 
to enter. No American citizen could 
find fault with this lofty ideal, but 
the gravest doubts arise as to its 
practical value. It is a delicate mat- 
ter to interfere with domestic 
policies of any nation, and this would 
fall into the domestic category. 
What, for instance, would we say to 
the Vatican, which practices repres- 
sion whenever it has control? What 
to Italy, where the penal code limits 
Protestant freedom through the in- 
fluence of the Church, and where the 
U. S. occupation forces have granted 
religious favors to the Catholic 
Church beyond that which Mussolini 
dared allow? What would it do to 
our “Good Neighbor Policy” if our 
officials sought to interfere, if only 
with advice, in practices of several 
of our South American neighbors? 


WHEN TROUBLES MULTIPLY 


War Involves Home and Family in Difficult Conditions 
By WYNNE C. BOLIEK, Columbia, S. C. 


UNDER war conditions there seems to come a sort of psychology that 
warps our thinking, making people feel that they can get by with almost 
anything so long as they use the “magic” phrase, “This is war.” These 
words have caused many to surrender principles, sacrifice morals, become 
dishonest, and stoop to other shameful sins. I feel that the church should 
take up this phrase and say, “Because this is war, we need to hold fast more 
firmly to that which is right,” and seek more faithfully to know and do God’s 
will in all things. Meet the challenge by refusing to compromise with evil. 

Under war conditions the family is put under certain restraints and 


restrictions in the use of material 
things. We must be watchful in the 
use of food, clothing, and many 
pleasures, all for the common good. 
We are familiar with these restric- 
tions through such agencies as the 
OPA and WPB and the like. The 
family just cannot have everything 
desired nor do all that might be 
wished, 

While war brings restraint in some 
things—many of which are really 
secondary—the warped psychology 
makes people think they can relax 
in others, As a result, many lives 
have been weakened when they 
should have become stronger; many 
homes have been wrecked when 
they should have been more firmly 
established in Christian faith and 
practice, 

Thus it is easy to lose a true sense 
of values, put restraints and restric- 
tions on secondary things, and relax 
our hold on the things of most vital 
importance now and in the future. 


ABSENCE FROM THE HOME FRONT 7 


War breaks family unity, first, by 
taking men and women from the 
home for military service. This in- 
' road into family life calls for adjust- 
ment to the conditions brought about 
by the absence of members in serv- 
ice. The concern of the family is not 
only over the absence of these mem- 
bers, but also over their safety and 
what will result in the future. 

War industry takes members from 
the family, often placing them in 
overcrowded and unfavorable sur- 
roundings. Away from home, family, 
and friends, these persons are more 
susceptible to temptation, yield more 
readily, and fall away from their 
family “raising.” 

Sometimes we find whole families 
moving into the industrial areas, 
often living in overcrowded homes, 
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shacks, or trailer camps. Thus, while 
out of touch with their former fa- 
vorable home surroundings, it i$ easy 
for the family to lose many of the 
values which make family life happy 
and blessed. 

The present-day needs and de- 
mand for work may take both par- 
ents out of the home. The children 
are left to shift for themselves, roam 
the streets, and grow up like weeds. 
What is sacrificed in proper home 
life for children and the family ex- 
ceeds by far the little that may be 
gained in material possessions. 
‘What shall it profit a man if he gain 
the whole world and lose his own 
soul”? 


TOO MUCH MONEY 


Money flows more freely under 
“war prosperity.” The lure of big 
money not only takes parents out of 
homes and away from their children, 
but often takes older children out. 
Boys and girls quit school, give up 
an education, to satisfy the lust for 
money, and follow the lure of big 
incomes. 

How to spend money is a problem 
confronting many. Boys and girls— 
yes, even many adults—not accus- 
tomed to handling so much money, 
are easily led astray. These persons 
cannot buy automobiles, have unlim- 


ited- quantities of gasoline, engage in 
the pleasure of travel, and being lim- 
ited in many other ways find them- 
selves drifting into ways of life and 
pleasures of life and of the world 
which surely break down and de- 
stroy. I believe the church has a def- 
inite mission to help these and all 
people possible to come to a right 
understanding of the use of money. 
Teaching them how to spend as God 
wills, and in a way that will be most 
beneficial to all concerned. 

Pleasure and entertainment bring 
grave problems to the family in war- 
time. Questionable places of amuse- 
ment thrive upon ungodly practices. 
These “businesses” entice and lure 
both young and old, saying, “Come 
on, have a good time,” remember, 
“This is war.” Ordinarily you would 


‘not stoop to these practices; every- 


body is doing this, and so can you. 
These evil “joints” have only one de- 
sire, that of filling their own corrupt 
coffers to overflowing, their business 
thrives upon sin. 


FAMILY FOES 

Likewise drinking increases, gam- 
bling thrives, immorality spreads, 
and multitudes of monstrous evils 
raise their ugly heads to wreck and 
destroy every individual and family 
possible. Under the tensions created 
by all such evils, more families be- 
come divided, divorces increase, and 
conditions generally grow such 
worse. 

Courtship and marriage under 
war conditions create a grave prob- 
lem for the family. There is some- 
thing about a uniform that attracts 
girls—yes, even silly married women, 
and .silly teen-age girls who are ig- 
norant of the ways of the world. De- 
tention camps for women infected 
with venereal diseases are crowded 
with girls and women ranging in 
ages from 12 years to 50 years—some 


of these coming from our “best” 


homes and most respectable families. 
Girls are lured and led to sacrifice 
moral character. Others are willing, 
and many do marry men whom they 
have known only a few days or 
weeks. Certainly we cannot look 
for divine blessing upon such 
“matches.” I am well aware of the 
fact that many of the marriages in 
wartime are of the highest order; 
the character of the couples beyond 
question or doubt; and that God’s 
blessing will be upon their union. 
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PASTORAL EXPERIENCES 


e A girl of my acquaintance fell in 
love with a soldier whom she had 
known a very short time. They 
wanted to get married. The parents 
objected. The girl was determined. 
All talking and pleading of the par- 
ents seemed of no avail. Family re- 
lations grew tense, almost to the 
breaking point. The pastor was called 
in, and talked calmly with the girl. 
He asked her not to be hasty since 
she was quite young. The conference 
was closed with prayer. The girl was 
asked to pray for guidance in her 
decision. The result was that when 
she asked the boy to delay, to post- 
pone marriage for a while, he became 
furious and said, “You would rather 
listen to that preacher, and to your 
mother than to follow your own 
plans. We love each other, why wait? 
Don’t listen to them.” She did listen. 
The couple gradually drifted apart. 
Now the girl is quite happy and fully 
realizes she would have made a sad 
mistake. 


@I was in a home recently, the 
father in another state at. work, the 
wife and mother had another man in 
the house with her. Two boys in 
their teens were doing as they please, 
going wild in the ways of the world. 


© I talked to a mother a few weeks 
ago. She is a graduate nurse, her 
husband is in the service. She has 
several small children. She said she 
had thought of going to work, nurses 
are needed so badly; but decided 
against it. She said, “My children 
need me now. If I left them, I might 
pay a bigger price in their lives later. 
I just do not believe it would be 
_worth the sacrifice of my family. I 
would pay more than I could pos- 
sibly gain,” 

Thus we get a glimpse of some of 
the problems either brought on or 
intensified by war conditions. 


Some Ways the Church Can 
Minister to the Family 


Problems of the family in war 
‘erisis give the church some of her 
finest privileges for a helpful and 
constructive ministry. Science, we 
are told, makes great strides and ad- 
vancements under the necessities of 
war. Why not advance in religion? 
Why should not the church become 
stronger and more useful in its serv- 
ice? 
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In war time Christian family life is difficult 
to keep on a high plane 


A MAJOR CHALLENGE 


Family problems in war also bring 
a great challenge to the church. A 
challenge to the very best ministry 
to make family life more vitally 
Christian, 

The tools of the church are what 
they have always been, the Word 
and the Sacraments. There is noth- 
ing better or more effective. The 
church must teach, and preach, and 
reach as never before. Through vis- 
its, through letters and literature, 
through prayer and personal wit- 
nessing, through thoughtful planning 
and helpful service, the church can 
help keep faith strong and vital with 
the family. The church must coun- 
sel and comfort, care and share of 
the best it has of God’s gifts to make 
family life strong. The church must 


keep in the closest possible contact 
with the home to help the family 
face the issues of life successfully. 
This ministry must reach those at 
home and those away from home. 
The guiding principles for adjust- 
ments and readjustments under war 
conditions should come to the family 
from and through the church, Both 
young and old should find the church 
a friend to which they can turn to 
find the right answer to every prob- 
lem. 

The church must bring Christ and 
Christian principles into the home 
and family in a practical and useful 
way. The call is for simple, sane, 
sound ‘counsel and guidance in all 
things. 

We need to encourage more faith- 
ful use of the family altar. Daily 
Bible reading and daily prayer need 
to be stressed more than ever. More 
effective worship and work for all 
Christians must guide the family to 
better living, 

When casualties of war strike the 
home, the church must come with 
God’s word of hope and comfort to 
give needed strength for such trying 
experiences. The church is the only 
agency which can minister effect- 
ively to those who mourn. 

The church must hold up Christ 
as the only answer to the problems 
of a sinful and distressed world. This 
testimony must be brought into 
every heart and home. 

God grant that we of the church 
may not fail the homes and families 
in our midst, but make our ministry 
more vital and far-reaching in its in- 
fluence and power to serve and save 
the basic unit of society—the family. 


MOTHER 
By N. WILLISON 


Can I forget the golden hours I spent 
With you, dear mother? Can I cease to bless 
Your self-submerging love? My happiness 

You made your constant aim. Your own content 
Was born of nursing mine. A restless bent 

In me inspired your toil; maternal stress 

You cheerfully endured that I might press 

To brighter planes in life’s development. 
Ungrateful child were I if flowers born 

For love no message brought today from me 

Of tenderness; should I forget to pray 

As you have taught me; or should treat with scorn 
The Holy Book you loved; or cease to be 

Alert upon your God’s ascending way. 


The Church and Development 


of the Citizen 


By FRANCIS SHEARER, Board of Inner Missions of the 


Two lines of people form for din- 
ner; both are led by several sixteen- 
year-old boys. The first is in the 
semi-gloom of the detention cell 
block of the old Moyamensing Prison 
‘ in Philadelphia; the second line is in 
a church hall, formerly a small pub- 
lic garage, now converted to church 
use for educational and recreational 
purposes, with the boys who lead the 
line flushed and a bit breathless 
from their recent activity on the ad- 
jacent baseball diamond. When the 
boys in the Detention Quarters are 
questioned, each claims a church af- 
filiation. Somewhere the home, 
school and church have not been 
successful with these boys in their 
life journey toward responsible cit- 
izenship. They have now become 
part of the statistical burden known 
as the “cost of crime.” 

The church hall is the scene of a 
parish supper conducted by the Sun- 
day school for the teen-age group. 
It is attended by forty girls and boys. 
This modest small-town church rep- 
resents a property investment of 
$24,000. It consists of a small frame 
church building, pastor’s residence, 
educational-recreational unit (the 
ex-garage, a frame building 30 x 60 
feet), a recreational field with a 
baseball diamond, and even a ceme- 


tery. Counting only our forty ae 


people, this total average investme 
is $600, which is about one-third the 
cost of the units of a penal institu- 
tion. If we charge the entire operat- 
ing cost of this parish against our 
group of forty, the annual average 
is only $69, which would not main- 
tain an individual in a correctional 
school for many days. 


DISTINCTIVE VALUES 

The Church is in every commu- 
nity. It is planted in the community 
and accepted by enough of the com- 
munity to give it financial support. 
It is granted that there are commu- 
nities that are inefficiently churched 
but, according to a current news- 
paper report quoting Warden Her- 
bert Smith of the Eastern State Pen- 
itentiary, even the penal system of 
our state is imperfect. The bombed- 
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out cities of Europe will have the 
opportunity to rebuild a community 
adapted to modern living; but who 
wants to go through the catastrophic 
shock of being leveled to the ground 
with dubious possibilities of rebuild- 
ing? The church is with us, and it 
gives no indications of leaving. 

The church gets its support from 
its constituency. This support is both 
moral and financial. Before any step 
can be taken by the church, its con- 
stituency must be educated to the 
point of supporting the venture by 
their voluntary contributions. In our 
country there is no church sup- 
ported by public taxation. This fact 
has a  double-acting therapeutic 
value: it makes the church keep its 
theories ‘feet on the ground,” and it 
compels the church to convince its 
constituency of the worthwhileness 
of the project. 

It is admitted that this fact keeps 
progress at a slow pace, but it makes 
the program maintain its fundamen- 
tal characteristics, such as contin- 
ually training the personnel of to- 
morrow—the necessity for which 
meets with wide basic acceptance. 
The church is continually interpret- 
ing life in today’s and tomorrow’s 
world to the people down home who 
pay the bills. The mediaeval cru- 
sades took the adventuresome out of 
their communities; the modern cru- 
sades keep people in their commu- 
nities adventuresomely at work for 
the betterment of their communities. 


A MEDIUM OF CO-OPERATION 

The church is a co-operative. The 
church is in the community, of the 
community, for the community, and 
by the community. But it is in ad- 
dition federated with similar com- 
munity organizations outside the 
local community. It is usually so or- 
ganized outside the local community 
that it receives the impact of other 
communities. It is impossible for a 
clergyman and his parish to be 
“»yarochial” minded today. They are 
constantly receiving impacts from 
the organized church, and this can- 
not help but compel some educa- 
tional advance. The people attend 


regional and “interest” or “specialty” — 


meetings through which they are 
told of the potentialities in their own 
community by comparisons with 
other community programs. 


The church has a total life pro- | 


gram. Its span is from the cradle to 
the grave. It plans for the individual 
in his various lifetime relationships. 


An individual becomes a member at — 


birth. He is accepted as a respon- 
sibility, as a part of the natural fam- 
ily, as well as a part of the church 
family. Facilities are provided for 


the religious training of the child, — 


leading to voluntary acceptance of 
full church responsibility as a youth. 
Much emphasis needs to be placed 


on the intimate relationship between 


the youth and his pastor at the time 
just preceding decision. In my own 
communion, there is the accepted 


social or church pattern of cate- — 


chetical or pre-confirmation instruc- 
tion followed by the solemnities of 
confirmation or reception into full 
church membership, at the psycho- 
logically important age of puberty. 
We become a responsible citizen in 
an automatic manner on our twenty- 
first birthday, or a military citizen on 
our eighteenth birthday; but the 
church marks the induction of the 
individual into church membership 
with a solemn ceremony climaxing, 
but not concluding, years of indoc- 
trination. Then, too, if the church 
fails its task or opportunity, it has its 
failure to face throughout the re- 
mainder of the individual’s life right 
in the community, as well as in the 
future life. 


PURPOSE-CONSCIOUS 

The church is conscious of a mis- 
sion. The church is incurably mis- 
sion-minded. It is said that once 
when the boy Teddy Roosevelt was 
taken to church he began to cry. In 
reply to his mother’s questioning he 
stated that the minister had said, 
“The zeal of the Lord hath eaten me 


up,” and that he was afraid of this’ 


“zeal.” That “zeal” has continually 
been eating at the church; but in- 
stead of consuming the church, it 
empowers it. The church’s mission 
is to people. All people, of all colors, 


_ speaking all tongues, including the 


deaf signs. This mission must have 
its beginnings right in the church’s 
own community. The congregations 
—or individual church- units—that 
have applied this mission concept 
have achieved success in 
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“this” 


world.” An example is St. John’s 
Lutheran Church in Allentown. Here 
the basic appeal was an educational 
approach to children, the future cit- 
izens. We believe that a good church- 
man will be a good citizen. The 
church is the one organization which 
thinks and plans for the entire fam- 
ily group. 

The church has an objective, time- 
less standard. The Bible carries the 
message of complete pessimism and 
undauntable optimism. It tells us 
that we are by nature sinful. That 


sounds like “deterministic person- 
ality,” but with the potentiality of 
becoming the sons of God. 

The church lives. It is activistic. 
It says, “Here you are in a real 
world. Of course, you have person- 
ality limitations; but here is the 
world full of raw materials in the 
nature of personalities between the 
cradle and the grave. It is to be ex- 
pected that you will make mistakes, 
but GO—TEACH—DO, And do not 
fail to start in your own com- 
munity.” 


DISCRIMINATION PROTESTED 


Lutheran and Other Protestant Church Authorities Appeal for 


Deferment of Men for the Ministry 


New York, N. Y., May 7. In a joint protest signed by the official heads 
of twenty-three Protestant denominations with a combined membership of 
twenty-five million, released to the press today (May 8), the recent ruling 
of Selective Service canceling the deferment of pre-theological students for 
the ministry is vigorously challenged on the ground that it would result in 
an “unjust and intolerable discrimination against one religious group as 
compared with another.” The U. L. C. A., per President Knubel, and the 
National Lutheran Council, per President Bersell, are among the signers. 

Pointing out that the ruling “would wholly cut off the supply of future 

' ministers for the Protestant Church while the supply for the Roman Cath- 
olic priesthood would not be affected,” the church leaders “respectfully but 
firmly submit that any program affecting students preparing for the ministry 
must bear equally upon Catholic, Protestant and Jew.” The following is 


the full text of the communication: 


“The special provision of the Selec- 
tive Service Act, as enacted in 1940, 
for the deferment of ‘students who are 
preparing for the ministry in theological 
or divinity schools’ was presumably 
based upon the conviction that the ef- 
fective functioning of the agencies of 
religion is essential to the national wel- 
fare. 

“The recently announced change in 
policy, whereby students preparing for 
the ministry will no longer be granted 
deferment unless they have begun their 
_ studies in theological schools prior to 

July 1, 1944, presents a grave obstacle 
to the Protestant churches in their ef- 
fort to render the service expected of 
them in the national crisis. More than 
8,000 of their younger ministers are 
serving as chaplains in the Army and 
Navy and a steady stream of additional 
men for the chaplaincy is required by 
| the armed forces. At the same time the 
churches are required to strengthen 
their ministry to the civilian population 
because of the extraordinary com- 
munity services which they are called 
upon to provide and the special strains 
which press upon the people in war- 
time. 

“The churches cannot meet this dou- 
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ble responsibility to the armed forces 
and to the civilian population unless 
they can continue to train men for the 
ministry. We therefore appeal for a re- 
consideration of the decision to cancel 
the deferment of pre-theological stu- 
dents: 

“It is also necessary to point out that 
if the announced policy should be put 
into effect, it would result in an unjust 
and intolerable discrimination against 
one religious group as compared with 
another. In keeping with the official in- 
terpretation of the Selective Service 
Act, Roman Catholic students for the 
priesthood may be exempt from the 
draft when they are in junior semi- 
naries—that is, when they are students 
on the college level. As a result, Roman 
Catholic students for the priesthood 
would not be affected by the new 
ruling. Protestant students for the min- 
istry, however—although they are of 
the same age and at the same stage of 
educational preparation as Catholic 
students—would not be permitted to 
continue their training. The supply of 
future ministers for the Protestant 
churches would be wholly cut off, while 
the supply for the Roman Catholic 
priesthood would not be affected at all. 


“We respectfully but firmly submit 
that any program affecting students 
preparing for the ministry must bear 
equally upon Catholic and Protestant 
and Jew. It is contrary to the funda- 
mental American tradition of equality 
for all religious groups before the law 
that provisions should be set up which 
result in placing one important reli- 
gious group under serious disabilities 
that do not apply to another religious 
group. It is a matter of elemental fair- 
ness that students for the ministry, 
when they are of the same age and of 
the same level of educational prepara- 
tion, should be treated alike, regardless 
of the Church to which they belong. 

“The Protestant churches for which 
we speak rely upon the public schools 
and colleges for the basic education of 
the young men whom they select for 
training for the ministry in their the- 
ological schools. Our churches do this 
as a matter of principle, because they 
believe in public responsibility for edu- 
cation in a democracy. The announced 
policy of Selective Service would not 
diminish the supply of students for the 
ministry in those churches which rely 
upon parochial and church-controlled 
schools, but would cancel the supply of 
students for the ministry from the pub- 
lic schools and colleges of this country. 
We are confident that the public opinion 
of the nation will sustain us in the po- 
sition that any program affecting stu- 
dents for the ministry prior to their 
professional training must not penalize 
those who are being educated in our 
schools and colleges. 

“We therefore appeal to you to mod- 
ify the decision concerning the defer- 
ment of pre-professional students so as 
to permit students who have been of- 
ficially recognized by their churches as 
candidates for the ministry, and who 
have been certified as accepted for ad- 
mission to theological schools, to con- 
tinue their college studies.” 


AU REVOIR 
By DAVID LEROY YOUNT 


Wuere’Er I go, there may I find 

Companions to my inner mind: — 

High in the ridge where cloud banks 
blow, 

Deep in the cradled vales below; 

Where multitudes encompass me, 

Where none but God and I can see— 

There may I ever to the end 

Assured be to have a friend. 


So when in life’s dark certainties 

A friend embarks on distant seas 

I shall not, hopeless, mourn the cost 
Of still another friendship lost; 

But holding fast that deathless part 
Which now sustains my bleeding heart, 
Be guided by its flame sublime 

As distance dims the shores of time. 


IOWAN CONGREGATIONS MEET 


Good News from the Churches Dispels Gloom from the World 


Sr. Paut’s CuurcH, Postville, 
Iowa, was admitted to membership 
in the Iowa Synod as the first item of 
business of the ninetieth annual con- 
vention of that body held in St. 
Paul’s Church, Clinton, Iowa, April 
24-26. Organized as an independent 
Lutheran congregation in 1872, the 
membership record now shows more 
than 1,000 confirmed members, and 
more than 1,400 baptized. Pastor 
Frederick R. Ludwig and five lay- 
men attended the convention in the 
interest of St. Paul’s. One of these 
laymen, A. J. Palas, was elected a 
delegate to the U. L. C. A. conven- 
tion. In the past Pastor Ludwig has 
held membership in the Illinois 
Synod. 

Other pastors received into the 
synod were Thomas D. Rinde, D.D., 
dean of Western Theological Semi- 
nary, and the Rev. Harold Henrik- 
sen, pastor of the Lutheran Church, 
Manly, by letter from the Nebraska 
Synod; and the Rev. William Eller, 
pastor of St. Luke’s Church, Sioux 
City, by letter from the Kansas 
Synod. 

Two congregations, First Church, 
West Des Moines, and English Lu- 
theran, Iowa Falls, were reported as 
debt-free for the first time in their 
history. 


Unity Church, Des Moines, has,, 
been removed from the roll of thé 


Board of American Missions, and is 
now self-supporting. At present this 
congregation is without a pastor. 


CONVENTION SPEAKERS 


Pastor Jerome Miller, Burlington, 
who preached the sermon at the 
Communion Service which opened 
the convention on the afternoon of 
April 24; Fred C. Wiegman, D.D., 
president of Midland College and 
Western Theological Seminary, who 
gave the inspirational address at the 
Tuesday morning session, and was 
the principal speaker at the conven- 
tion banquet Tuesday evening; 
Franklin Clark Fry, D.D., Akron, 
Ohio, U. L. C. A. representative at 
the convention; Lt.-Col. Andrew J. 
Boe, chaplain at Schick Hospital, 
Clinton, inspirational speaker on 
Wednesday; Pastor David M. Funk, 
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Muscatine, who served as convention 
chaplain; and President E. A. Piper, 
Fairfield, who preached the sermon 
for the ordination of Ernest Switzer, 
spiritual son of the Fairfield congre- 
gation now serving as pastor of St. 
Paul’s Church, Hildreth, Nebr. 

All officers of synod were re- 
elected. They are Pastor E. A. Piper, 
Fairfield, president; Pastor R. W. 
Livers, Council Bluffs, vice-pres- 
ident; Pastor R. M. Krueger, Iowa 
City, secretary; Pastor M. E. Lesher, 


W. H. Blancke, D.D., Historian and 
Necrologist of the lowa Synod 


Clinton, statistician; Dr. W. H. 
Blancke, pastor emeritus of the 
Newton congregation, historian and 
necrologist; and John L. Berger, 
Cedar Rapids, treasurer. Despite 
Treasurer Berger’s earnest and sin- 
cere protest that serving in this ca- 
pacity was the way in which he 
could best serve his Lord and Sav- 
iour and that he desired not even the 
semblance of compensation for this 
service, at the recommendation of 
the synodical board, synod voted him 
an annual honorarium of $150. This 


was not intended as compensation,- 


but as tangible evidence of the re- 
spect and appreciation Iowa Synod 
members have for him. 

Hiner P. Juel of Council Bluffs and 
Ray LeMont of Cedar Rapids, lay 
members of the. synodical board, 
were also re-elected. 


DELEGATES TO THE U.L.C. A. 


President Piper, Secretary 
Krueger, Pastor Walter Voss of 
Sioux City, and Pastor Jerome Mil- 
ler of Burlington, were elected cler- 
ical delegates to the U. L. .C. A. con- 
vention. Treasurer Berger, Board 
Member Juel, A. G. Heitman of 
Sioux City, and A. J. Palas of Post- 
ville will serve as lay delegates. 

Nominations to boards of institu- 
tions and societies supported by the 
Iowa Synod were as follows: Iowa 
Lutheran Welfare Society, Pastor 
Frederick Sager, West Des Moines; 
Tabitha Home, Pastor R. W. Livers 
and George Lueke; Western Semi- 
nary, F. L. R. Hansen; and Nachusa 
Lutheran Orphanage, Pastor Emer- 
son Miller, Davenport. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


The following recommendations 
were adopted at the suggestion of 
President Piper: That churches be 
open for thanksgiving and worship 
the day that hostilities cease. Plans 


should be made now and people in- ~ 
formed of the fact so that they may — 


give suitable recognition to the 
event, 


That churches plan to meet the ~ 


needs of post-war conditions. Men in : 
service accustomed to turn to the i 
church, personified in the chaplain, © 


in their deep daily needs, dangers, 
and problems, will return some day. 
The church must be the church, 


spirit filled, Christlike, about the ~ 


Father’s business that it may meet 


the needs of all men. That each con- — 
gregation give whole-hearted sup- — 
port to Lutheran World Action; — 


raise its quota 100 per cent this year. 
That each congregation adjust the 


salary of its pastor in proportion to — 


the increased cost of living. 


PENETRATING POINTS 
Statistician Maurice Lesher, with 


his saving sense of humor, again — 


proved that figures can be interest- 
ing and alive, so much so that the 
printer who prepared his report 
asked if he had no periods on his 
typewriter but only exclamation 
points and question marks. During 
discussion of the report pastors took 
advantage of the opportunity to “get 
back at” Pastor Lesher for his 
pointed remarks concerning their re- 
ports. But whether or not a pastor 
is on the “pointed end” of his re- 
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MUSINGS 


OF 


A MINISTER’S 


WIFE 


VICTORY MODEL—the Lathrops Have a Caller 


I LEANED back contentedly in my 
lawn chair. These are the days that 
take the kinks out of your muscles 
and smooth the wrinkles out of your 
mind. There is something so right 
about spring. 

Mark and Joan were working 
amicably, softening up the earth 
around Mark’s seedlings. I won- 
dered how long it would last. 

The telephone shrilled from the 
house. The children looked at each 
other, then at me. 

“Mark might as well go,” decided 
Joan. “It will probably be one of 
your girl friends wanting to take 
you to the movies.” 

“It will not! It will be for dad. 
You go, Joan. My hands are all 
muddy.” 

“So are mine.” , 

They both looked at me again, but 
I was too lazy to move. “If neither 
of you wants to go, let it ring. My 
guess is that it is someone wanting 
to speak to your father, and he isn’t 
here.” 

_ My strategy worked like a charm. 

Both children dropped their claws 
and raced for the kitchen door. Let 
a phone call pass without satisfying 
their curiosity! Unthinkable! 

Joan reached the house first. Soon 
she was back to report. 

“It’s Mr. Havens from the garage. 
He says the ration board approved 
the order for a new tire last night, 
and he hopes daddy will stay off 
country roads until he gets the OPA 
order and gets the new tire on.” 

Poor Jerry has had to take a lot 
of teasing about missing the climax 
of the School of Missions last week. 
He had taken advantage of the pleas- 
ant weather to run out to see some 
of our members in the outlying dis- 
tricts around Bordenville. Several 
families have joined the mission at 
Johnson’s Corners, but several oth- 
ers failed to put in an appearance at 
Easter time. With the manpower 
shortage on the farms many families 
do find it hard to get to town every 
Sunday. Some of them have taken 
to holding church services for their 
own families and going right back 
to work. Others have simply decided 
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to skip Sunday for the duration. 
Jerry had quite a list of people he 
wanted to see and “check up on.” 
He had just started for home when 
that right rear tire blew. By the time 
he walked a couple of miles to find 
someone to drive him home, time 
had flown. The closing session of the 
school was in full swing when he 
finally arrived. : 

“Boy! I think I’m goin’ fishin’ to- 
morrow. Look at these worms. 
Wouldn’t they just make a fish’s eyes 
pop?” 

“A fish’s eyes, perhaps, but not 
mine. Don’t you dare touch Joan 
with it! Mark! Behave yourself!” 

“Yes, your majesty.” 

I picked up my Red Cross knit- 
ting. The sunshine had revived me 
so that I could knit once more. I was 
busily counting stitches when Joan 
squealed, “Mother, here’s Sarah 
Gerber and her baby. I mean, Mrs. 
——..” She stopped in confusion. 

“Sarah! I’m so glad to see you! 
Joan was so excited she couldn’t 
think of your married name.” 

“No one can, here at home. I don’t 
mind. In fact, I think I like it some- 
times.” 

“Did your mother know you were 
coming? She didn’t tell me.” 

“She didn’t know it. I decided on 
the spur of the moment. The girl 
with whom I share the apartment 
suddenly decided to trot off to camp 
to see her husband. Since I can’t 
visit mine, I thought this would be 
a good time to run home for a bit.” 

“And what do you hear from that 
nice husband of yours?” 

“He was in North Africa and feel- 
ing fine—the last time I heard. I 
haven’t heard for a while, so they 
may be shifting him around a bit.” 
She changed the subject before I 
could say any more, and launched 
into a description of how she used 
to worry her mother by going fishing 
with the boys. “She was afraid I 
never would turn into a proper lady. 
And perhaps I never have. Will you 
take me fishing with you sometime, 
Mark, if I can park my infant with 
his grandmother?” 

“Can I go?” Joan hates to be left 


out of anything—eyen fishing, which 
she loathes. 

“Only if she can bait her own 
hook, eh, Mark?” 

“That's right. No one who’s afraid 
of worms goes on this trip.” 

“T didn’t want to go anyhow. When 
are you going?” 

“Saturday morning 
Sarah?” 

“Saturday morning is perfect. I'll 
get your formula all made the night 
before, snickle-fritz, and your grand- 
mother can give you your bath. And 
when you are big enough, your 
daddy and I will both take you, and 
you will catch a bass as big as you 
are now.” 

She screwed her face into such a 
reasonable facsimile of a smile that 
it deceived Mark and Joan com- 
pletely. It would have deceived any- 
one who didn’t know her as I do. 

“How’s everything going at the 
church? I’ve been an awful] back- 
slider since I’ve had this young man 
to look after; but I do miss the 
church here in Bordenville. I just 
can’t seem to feel at home in those 
big city churches where I don’t know 
anyone when I ‘finally stir myself 
and go.” 

“You'd be surprised how many 
people say the very thing about com- 
ing to this church.” 

“This church? Why I think it’s 
one of the most friendly churches I 
know anything about!” 

“That’s because you know every- 
one; but lots and lots of people have 
moved to town and it takes some- 
thing just short of dynamite to get 
them to church.” 

“Mother said I wouldn’t know the 
old town;, but I don’t see much 
change.” 

“You haven’t been over near the 
C. B. I. plant then. I rather imagine 
you'll see plenty of new faces there.” 

“And the old ones? Mrs. MMland, 
and Miss Minnie? Dear Miss Minnie. 
Bordenville wouldn’t be Bordenville 
without her. I wonder how many 
dozen cookies I’ve eaten at her 
house.” 

We chattered on till Sarah realized 
it was nearly bottle time. 


suit you, 


SECRETARY KNOX 


One of the largest funeral pro- 
cessions seen here in many years 
followed the body of Navy Secretary 
Frank C. Knox to Arlington Ceme- 
tery. He was a faithful member of 
the Congregational Church. He 
never missed attending services 
when he was in the city and fre- 
quently sent a message of regret 
when he had to be away. He was a 
most attentive and receptive wor- 
shiper. His pastor, Dr. Fred S. 
Buschmeyer of the Mount Pleasant 
Congregational Church, conducted 
the funeral service. Dr. Buschmeyer 
was telling us that during the past 
two or three months Colonel Knox’s 
spiritual interest seemed even to 
heighten. This he attributed to the 
Secretary’s concern for the boys in 
the service. 


BISHOP DUN 

WE were lucky to have a seat in 
the Great Choir of the Cathedral for 
the consecration of the new Epis- 
copal Bishop of the Washington Dio- 
cese, Angus Dun. .. . The service 


lasted two hours and a half and had ,, 


everything in it: great music, th 

longest processional we ever saw, the 
whole wardrobe of vestments, real 
preaching with much modern aware- 
ness, ancient liturgies, many of the 
nation’s most notable citizens. .. . 
Our own Bishop of Iceland marched 
in the processional following the 
Archbishop of York... . Bishop Dun 
has given many years of his life to 
the theological seminary at Cam- 
bridge, Mass. He brings to his new 
task the finest scholarship. .. . With 
his boys, girls and children’s school 
at the Cathedral, plus the College of 
Preachers, he is situated to do per- 
haps an even larger educational job. 
... He is bishop of a diocese of 30,000 
members. .. . The Cathedral is also 
his concern. . . . In the ripest years 
of his life he enters one of the stra- 
tegic church positions of the country. 
. .. During the consecration service 
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By OSCAR F. BLACKWELDER 
AND 


RALPH W. LOEW 


we watched the fine face of one of 
the city’s great churchmen, Lord 
Halifax, the British Ambassador. 
For him the service seemed a reli- 
gious experience. It was thrilling to 
watch him sing lustily the final hymn 
of the processional, “A Mighty Fort- 
ress.”’ 


LUTHER'S HYMN 


REFERENCE to. Luther’s greatest 
hymn in connection with the Bish- 
op’s consecration recalls other uses 
of that masterpiece these days... . 
During the Christmas season at the 
Union Station carols were played 
over the amplifying system—and “A 
Mighty Fortress.” ...In one of the 
city’s finest funeral parlors the or- 
ganist closes each service with this 
hymn. We won’t soon forget the first 
impression it made on our minds. 
We thought perhaps she played it 
only for our service, but wé learned 
she does it for every service.... We 
listened to a pullman porter hum- 
ming the tune on a recent trip. 


BLOCK DEDUCTIONS 


THIs paragraph isn’t a studied at- 
tempt to criticize the new tax bill, 
now being reported out by the Ways 
and Means Committee. The commit- 
tee’s aim is for simplification in re- 
turns, which is happy news. But you 
don’t simplify by treating people like 
cattle. .. . We write now to call at- 
tention to one’ item which has been 
vigorously opposed by Representa- 
tive Carl T. Curtis of the First Ne- 
braska District. . . . The new bill 
provides that each taxpayer making 
up to $5,000 may claim a 10 per cent 
credit for deductions and those mak- 
ing over $5,000 the block sum of 
$500... . This per cent or block sum 


includes interest paid, state taxes 


and contributions. It means mighty 
little for contributions, which pre- 
viously has been figured up to 15 per 
cent of one’s total income. Where 
does that leave educational, charit- 
able and church contributions on 


which so much of American life de- 
pends? Sure, the taxpayer under the 
bill can claim adjustment with the 
Treasury Department up to the old 


15 per cent for contributions at the — 


end of the year, but that means 
months of delay and trouble. We 
don’t believe 30,000,000 taxpayers 
who make less than $5,000 are going 
to do it. The sum total is that 
churches, schools and charities seem 
to be in for a tumble. 


RESEARCH 


Tue Department of Agriculture 
operates a research center at Belts- 
ville, Md., just outside the District. 
They work on some mighty colorful 
experiments. A chicken has been 
developed which lays eggs with 
whites specially suitable for poach- 
ing, and bees with longer proboscis 
so that it can reach deeper into flow- 
ers. They also have developed a 
breed of chicken that has a black 
stripe down the back as soon as it 
comes from the shell, if it is a rooster, 
and no stripe if a hen. In the words 
of a friend, “Poultrymen can now 
supply their customers’ most metic- 
ulous demands with no embarrassing 
social errors.” 


PSYCHIATRY 


Every new step in the world of — 


science has its accompanying dan- 
gers. We discover sulfanilamide and 
at once think it’s going to cure every- 
thing. Godsend that it is, there are 
some areas of illness that it doesn’t 
touch as yet. We are reminded of all 
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this by the observations of a re- — 
cently returned chaplain concerning — 


the tendency to psychoanalyze every 


soldier who gets lonesome, blue or — 


despondent after months away from 
familiar scenes. Psychiatry is a new 
effort to develop a technique to heal 
the mind. It is in its infancy. In 
civilian life we can accept or reject 
the conclusions of a_psychiatrist.. 
When the soldier is faced with a 
medical record bearing the fact that 
he has suffered with a neurosis, 
there needs to be the accompanying 
information as to the cause of the 
condition. The important work of 
psychiatry is hurt if every person 
suffering from mental problems is 
sent to a psychiatric ward. Maybe a 
letter from home, or a talk with the 
chaplain, or a good concentrated and 
consecrated dose of common sense 
might do the trick. 
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Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come 
ye to the waters. Isaiah 55: 1 


In the issue of March 22 this col- 
umn referred to the contrasted 
waters of Galilee and the Dead Sea 
and quoted from the poem by F. W. 
Nash beginning, 

“Two seas there are in Palestine, 

Both fed from Hermon’s crystal snows.” 
A reader requests the meaning of 
this poem, which she says “leaves a 
big question mark” each time she 
reads it. Both the fresh water at 
the sources of the Jordan and the 
salt sea into which it flows have their 
common source in heaven, but the 
one basin holds in comparative 
purity, and the other in pollution, 
the showers from above. “Come ye 
to the waters,” is the message from 
Galilee’s Lord. The thirsty soul can- 
not be satisfied by drinking from 
humanity’s stagnant seas, and re- 
freshment can be had for only a 
time by partaking of the sweeter 
waters that flow from the higher 
reservoirs of thought and life; but 
lasting satisfaction comes. from 
heaven’s spiritual supply to which 
the Man of Galilee invites. 


- + - 


- The mouth of the righteous is a 
fountain of life; but the mouth of 


the wicked covereth violence. 
Proverbs 10: 11 


In contrast with the curses and 
slanders and vulgarities which con- 
taminate the atmosphere about the 
lower levels of humanity’s Dead 
Seas are the refreshing outflow of 
wisdom and benedictions from the 
“mouth of the righteous’—like “a 
fountain of life” pouring from Gen- 
nesaret into Jordan’s plain. Through 
the lips of the redeemed go forth the 
words of the Evangel from the 
Source of truth and life, to trans- 
form and bless all who accept the 
way of salvation. “Blessed” is such 
a man whose “delight is in the law 
of the Lord. ... And he shall be like 
a tree planted by the streams of 
water, that bringeth forth its fruit 
in its season, whose leaf also doth 
not wither; and whatsoever he doeth 
shall prosper.” 
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Remember the words of the Lord 
Jesus, that he himself said, It is 
more blessed to give than to re- 
ceive. Acts 20: 35 


Mautsiz Bascock said: “When, in- 
stead of saying, “The world owes me 
a living,’ men shall say, ‘I owe the 
world a life,’ then the Kingdom will 
come in power.” From the north the 
waters of Merom flow into the Sea 
of Galilee, and to the south they go 
on rejoicing in the blessings which 
they spread. They keep fresh and 
sweet because they linger not in 
stagnation within the broad expanse 
that carries the fishermen and 
tradesmen upon its surface and 
cradles the denizens of the deep in 
its bosom, but because having done 
their duty in the widened area of 
service they move on to serve in the 
valley that awaits eagerly their over- 
flowing blessings. 

+ > + 

According as each hath received 
a gift, ministering it among your- 
selves, as good stewards of the 


manifold grace of God. 
I Peter 4: 10 


THROUGHOUT nature the law of life 
demands that for propagation into 
new expressions there be the sac- 
rifice of self for the coming genera- 
tion. In the higher realm of human 
choice, the law of love requires vol- 
untary giving, even to the sacrifice of 
life itselfi—for humanity and for 
God, in the cause of the Kingdom of 
grace. Years ago at the Student Vol- 
unteer Convention at Cleveland our 
youthful enthusiasm was stirred be- 
yond measure by the array of rich 
laymen who testified one after the 


‘other as to the multiplication of their 


possessions as: well as of their spir- 
itual blessings after they adopted the 
tithing system. 

+ + + 


Every tree that bringeth not forth 


good fruit is hewn down, and cast 
into the fire. Matthew 7: 19 


Tue “gold digger” who uses friend- 
ship for gain is detestable and her— 
or his—selfish spirit will finally lose 
the ill-gotten gains of flattery or de- 
ceit. Qualities of character bespeak 


By J. WILLIAM McCAULEY 


the true values that last. The life 
that has no inner worth, like the tree 
which has no sap at its roots, will 
bear no fruit and will rot. In the 
plains of the river Jordan are trees 
that drink of the water along its 
banks and flourish; others in that 
same valley bear no fruit because 
they are far from Galilee’s overflow. 
Such lifeless trees merge their ugli- 
ness into the desolate picture of the 
Dead Sea with its stagnant brine. 
All worthless, fruitless lives await 
the burning—or, to use the Holy 
Land figure, the final casting into the 
sea—of eternal death. 


- + + 


That in all things God may be 
glorified through Jesus Christ, 
whose is the glory and the dominion 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

I Peter 4: 11 


Gornc across for war service, a 
nurse wrote home cheerfully, “I’m 
off to the races, and I’ll help to win!” 
The best guarantee against the blues 
is absorption in some helpful and 
worth-while service. When the dis- 
ciples returned from the Mount of 
Olives after the Ascension, they did 
not mope and pine over the absence 
of their Friend and Master, but the 
record says they “returned to Jeru- 
salem with great joy.” The reason 
was because they knew they were 
off for the greatest adventure of all 
time—the fulfillment of the world- 
wide mission of evangelization to 
which their Lord had called them 
and in which He promised to attend 
them invisibly. 


PRAYER 


Gop of all grace: We'acknowledge 
Thy great goodness and Thy mani- 
fold blessings which we have not de- 
served. As our mercies are multi- 
plied from day to day, may our love 
to Thee and our zeal in Thy service 
be increased; and may both the 
young and the old in our family and 
church be like trees planted by the 
living water that bring forth fruit to 
Thy praise and glory. We ask it for 
Thy name’s sake. Amen. 


13 


SERVICE COMMUNICATIONS 


From Chaplains and Others Who Have Written The Lutheran 


Faith, not Fetish 


Chaplain Cautions Church Relative to ''Foxhole Religion" 
By Lt. (j.g.) LOUIS H, VALBRACHT, Ch.C., U.S.N.R. 


“So we sat on the raft and prayed, 
and God helped us.” “As the bombs 
began to drop all around us, I 
thought of God and I prayed, and 
God brought me through.” “Our one 
motor had stopped, one wing was 
partially shot away, but we prayed, 
and God brought us safely back to 
the base.” 

These statements you will. recog- 
nize as typical of hundreds made by 
returning war heroes in magazines, 
in books, in newspaper releases, in 
personal experience lectures, and in- 
terviews over the air. As a result, 
most of us. with this wealth of un- 
questionable evidence before us, are 
prone to come to the firm convictions 
that America is becoming “God con- 
scious.” Thus we find that many per- 
sons, even among the clergy of the 
nation, are going around in a dreamy 
fools’ paradise, completely assured 
that from now on the task of spread- 
ing the Christian Gospel is going to 
be simple. God has at last proved 
Himself! He has given unmistakable 
evidence that He will guard and save 
all those who will call upon Him 
when they find themselves in a 
“tough spot.’ And so the great tide 
of “foxhole religion” is rolling along 
to envelop this country. 

There are those who—I think 
rightly—view this situation with 
ever-increasing alarm. There are 
some who realize what a horrible 
travesty upon the Christian faith is 
being committed. There are those 
who are aware that this is not faith, 
but fetish. 

It is saddening to realize that al- 
most daily this new miracle religion 
is being promoted and proclaimed in 
every corner of our land, and par- 
ticularly to the men of our armed 
forces. It is especially disheartening 
to realize that this sort of thing is 
coming even from some of our Lu- 
theran pulpits, and from some of our 
Lutheran presses, 

The time has come for any of us 
who have been guilty of adding to 
the publication of this pernicious 
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heresy, to bow our heads in bitter 
remorse, and say with Peter, “I have 
denied my Lord.” 

In the armed forces we are now 
feeling more and more the reverber- 
ations of the “miracle religion” fad. 
It is having a devastating effect upon 
the religious thinking of these young 
boys, who, for the most part, have 
not yet acquired a really solidified 
religious philosophy. They are being 
led away to a false god who is sup- 
posed to put in an appearance when- 
ever disaster or danger threatens. 

Shortly after the arrival of the 
Christmas packages in camp, dozens 
of men came proudly to the chaplain 
to display the steel-covered New 
Testaments which they had received 
as gifts. Engraved on the metal, 
which, incidentally, is of the quality 


unable to stop a good air-rifle pellet, 
were the words, “God keep you 
safe.” These, the boys explained, 


were to be worn over the heart as 


protection against enemy bullets and 
shrapnel. 

Many of the men have told me 
very frankly—evidently in an effort 
to please me—that they would un- 
doubtedly become very religious as 
soon as they arrived in the battle 
zones. Thus rapidly is Christian 
faith becoming fetish. Thus are 
Christian objects becoming rabbit- 
foot talismen. Thus is God becoming 
a high-powered life insurance agent. 

How absurd! Where in all the glo- 
rious gospel of Jesus Christ do we 
find the promise that no harm can 
come to him who puts his faith in 
Christ? Where do we find God de- 
scribed as a bomb-proof shelter? 

Let us consider well. Was not the 
promise just the reverse? All 
through the Word of God there is the 
assurance that the Christian will suf- 
fer, the Christian will be injured, 
the Christian will be sick and im- 
prisoned, the Christian will die. If 
we, by word of ours, intimate any- 
thing but this truth, then we are 
surely guilty of gross heresy. 


Church Call in the Marshall Islands 


Bureau of Naval Personnel, Washington, D. C. 


Natives of the Marshall Islands join their new American friends in a service of worship comducted 


by Navy Chaplain John M. Kleckner (lower left). 


Coast Guardsman Joseph Baldwin, Jr., 


Washington, D. C., is playing a hymn on a portable organ brought ashore in a landing barge 


from a Coast Guard-manned assault transport. 


CHAPLAIN KLECKNER, prior to enter- 
ing the service as chaplain, served the 
Quakake Parish in Schuylkill County, 
Pa., and Prince of Peace Church, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. He entered the naval 


chaplaincy in December 1941, and 
served aboard, the transport USS 
Leonard Wood until March of this year. 
His present duty is at the Naval Ad- 
vance Depot, Davisville, R. I. 
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A DOCTOR PRAYS 


By MARIA GALIN 


Tuovu, Christ, who mad’st the lame to walk, 
The deaf to hear, the dumb to talk; 
Into these mortal hands of mine 
Pour out Thy healing balm divine, 

So that I, too, with help from Thee, 
May still some mind’s wild Galilee. 
And save a weak and faltering breath 
From the shadowy vale of death. 
Remind me, Lord, this skill of mine 
Is but a gift, a trust of Thine; 

For all I am, or hope to be 

Can only come, O God, from Thee. 
Keep me, Thy servant, in Thy care. 

O Great Physician, hear my prayer. 


Perhaps there are those who feel 
that to offer such a reward of faith 
makes Christianity more appealing 
to the unchurched. Certainly, then, 
we need to remember the answer of 
the Lord to St. Paul when he went 
crying for release from the troubles 
of the flesh. “My grace is sufficient 
for thee.” 

Can we not rather teach and pro- 
claim the blessings that faith in 
Christ as our Lord and Saviour does 
really bring? Certainly these are 
sufficient. 

What seeds of danger we are sow- 
ing in the hearts of young men when 
we send them into battle filled with 
faith in a God of miracles! See such 
a young man on the field of battle. 
He charges up the enemy beach, 
armed with the firm conviction that, 
because he has faith in God, no harm 
can come to him. See him cut down 
by the vicious fire of his heathen 
foe and then, in the last fleeting 
moments of his life on earth, he 
turns his face away from God. He 
is saddened; disillusioned. Some- 
body has lied to him. God has failed 
him. There really is no God. 

On the other hand, picture a 
young man to whom has been 
preached and taught the true Gospel 
of salvation by grace through faith 
in Jesus Christ. He has no illusions 
about the fact that he might be 
wounded or killed. He doesn’t think 
that he leads a charmed life. Then if 
danger, wounds or death do come, 
he is ready to meet them. In the last 
moments of life he may turn his face 
towards the Saviour whom he loves. 
In the promise of his Saviour he 
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finds peace with God. Firm in his 
mind is the promise of his heavenly 
Father that He will be with him, 
no matter what the situation. He can 
say, “Yea, though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil, for Thou art with me.” 
His heart may be filled with joy and 
hope as he -hears ringing in his ears 
the gracious invitation, “Come ye 
blessed of my Father and inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you.” 

Let us then preach and teach, not 
a God whose mighty hand will turn 
the bullets in their courses to protect 
His children, but rather of a loving 
father who goes with his children 
and makes them ready to meet what 
comes. Let us have faith, not fetish. 


Received by V-Mail 


From Capt. H. A. Corbe 


To the Editor: 

Iv might be of interest to you and the 
readers to know that the Philip Blum, 
whose letter appeared in the January 
12th issue of THe LUTHERAN is now no 
longer Sergeant, but Second Lieutenant 
Blum, having successfully completed 
the Officer Candidate Course, and was 
commissioned late in January. 

His assignment will take him from 
this location, and the many friends in 
the congregation he found so friendly 
have all wished him the best of luck 
and godspeed in his new assignment. 

It also might not be out of place to 
suggest why it is so good to attend the 
Lutheran Church which he mentioned 
in the letter to his pastor. It is hardly 
expected that when you are in a foreign 
land on the other side of the world, 
that you could attend a Lutheran 
church and there find that there is 


nothing different or changed from that 
at home. The same liturgy, music, 
hymns, and customs prevail. Any mem- 
ber of the U. L. C. A. who has been 
using the Common Service Book can 
attend a service at this church in Aus- 
tralia and find the same service, even 
though a different book. 

Chaplains Kilver and Maahs have as- 
sisted often, especially when the pastor 
is away on synodical duties. We regret 
that Chaplain Kilver has recently re- 
turned to the States, but know that he 
will be happy to return after his long 
service here, and will serve in some 
important capacity there upon his ar- 
rival after a long-earned leave. 

All the men who are able to attend 
services here appreciate the privilege 
and enjoy the friendly consideration 
given us by the Australians. 


From Lt. Col. P. W. Huntington 
Dear Editor: 

Many thanks for your letter just re- 
ceived. I deeply appreciate your inter- 
est and sincere personal feeling. 

For one month I have seen and ex- 
perienced plenty of action. Have spent 
many hours in the hospital comforting 
the dying and cheering the wounded. 
Have visited the chaplains along the 
front lines, even missed several snipers’ 
bullets. Our chaplains here are out 
there right with their men. 

My plea is that the Church will show 
a deep concern for every service man 
when he returns. The chaplains are 
living and sacrificing to uphold the 
Church, its blessing, power and Salva- 
tion. When the men return home they 
will look to the Church. Urge the 
Church to plan, prepare and pray, be- 
ginning now to welcome them back and 
to keep them active. 


From Capt. Robert P. Canis, 
Chaplain 
Dear LUTHERAN: 

Hap very interesting Easter services. 
I felt very much like H. M. Muhlen- 
berg riding from place to place to 
preach the Gospel. Our attendances 
ranged from six to one hundred fifty. 
We used recreation halls, mess halls, a 
tent, and one chapel. Altars were im- 
provised. In one place we had nothing 
—neither altar nor hymn books nor 
music. I led the singing and the men 
joined in. Where they did not know 
the words, they hummed the tune. It 
was their first chapel service in several 
months. Everything was very different 
from home. 

But even in our smallest gathering 
we could feel the presence of the risen 
Christ, and to Him our spirits rose re- 
joicing in His victory over sin and 
death. Our one Easter prayer was that 
His victory and His peace might soon 
prevail upon this earth again. 
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Geross the Dosh 


It is the highly combustible ma- 
terial on the end of a stick that en- 
ables a lamp to be lighted or a fire to 
be kindled by a match. Of prime im- 
portance is the mixture of chemicals 
ignitable by friction. Of such sub- 
stances there are several within the 
knowledge of manufacturers of these 
useful modern implements. They 
differ among themselves in respon- 
siveness to friction, in the kind of 
flame and odor they produce, and in 
the conditions that control their 
functioning. One class has the name 
of safety matches; another is called 
bird’s eye, while a third carries a 
significant implication of sulphur and 
the abode of the fire imp, Lucifer. 
Some moving stories of “the last 
match” are found in the literature 
of human adventure. 

Nobody has much to say in praise 
of the stick on which the chemicals 
are mounted, but it is quite obvious 
that neither the convenience nor the 
safety of this widely used utensil is 
independent of the means provided 
to apply friction and to transmit 
flame. On the contrary, it is highly 
probable that a great deal of atten- 
tion has been given to developing 
what is only the handle to the device 
or its means of distribution. We have 
marveled at less wonderful combina- 
tions than that which gives power 
and endurance to a man because he 
has a box of matches in his outfit 
and is thereby able to make fire his 
servant. The unscientific ancients 
thought such a person only once re- 
moved from the gods. 

We venture to derive an analogy 
from the combination of wood and 
chemicals above described. It came 
to mind when an evildoer was titled 
a firebrand by his contemporaries 
and classified as a menace to orderly 
society. And so he was. History 
identifies him with the revolutionist, 
the half-starved peasant, the hunger- 
driven workman, the despised and 
prosecuted half-breed whose pas- 
sions have escaped the regulations of 
reason, sympathy, and judgment. 
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The refuge of society is in recog- 
nition of the powers latent in the 
geniuses of an era and the devising 
of relationships to their times by 
which they have an orderly develop- 
ment of their gifts of leadership and 
the proper adjustment between them 
and a “following.” It is relevant to 
what is called America’s race prob- 
lem to cite two colored men, Tous- 
saint Overture, revolutionist on the 
island of Haiti, and Booker T. Wash- 
ington, the schoolmaster of his race 
in the United States. The first set 
into action a conflict of unexcelled 
brutality with futility; the second 
lived to see a settled policy of de- 
veloping the talents of a race. Each 
might have been the other, had the 
constituents of their power been dif- 
ferently directed. Neither would 
have become efficient had their en- 
vironment not supplied a time and 
place of application—the stick as it 
were for the head of the match. 

The moral is, both leader and fol- 
lower adjustments to each and to 
their times must be recognized. 


WHAT'S IN A WORD? 


fh We have no thought of indulging 
{ . 


in a discussion of the scent of roses 
nor, for that matter, of the contents 
of a victory garden. We have given 
some thought and attention to the 
significance of a certain word; we 
have been invited to do so by a letter 
demanding correction of the mean- 
ing it had in a recent report of an 
inter-Lutheran conference. The word 
is fellowship. As employed by THE 
LUTHERAN’S correspondent it had the 
force of a-verb. It was stated that 
pastors whose synodical connections 
are other than U. L. C. A. had “fel- 
lowshipped” together. An official of 
one group denied the verity of that 
assertion and demanded a correction. 
He said concerning the report, “the 
men gathered at-M— at the occasion 
in question were, not yet ‘brethren 
in the faith’ as far as the attendance 
on the part of the Missouri men was 


concerned.” His closing sentence 
read, “I am appealing to your sense 
of fairness and for the good of the 
cause of unity among Lutherans that 
are not yet united. Surely I can 
hope that you will aid and abet me 
in this.” Signed 
As will be at once apparent to our 
readers, it would be discourteous to 
ignore this communication, although 
portions of it create an ambiguous 
situation. If THe LuTHERAN responds 
favorably to the closing sentence of 
the protest; if the editor enables the 
writer’s “hope to aid and abet” him 
to be realized, will not a kind of fel- 
lowship be thereby: established? 
Fellowship, we find by consulting 
our dictionary, and as it is used in 
the New Testament, and as its New 
Testament Greek word Koinonia is 
translated, means “to come into com- 
munion or fellowship, to become a 
sharer, to be made a partner.” And 
that term communion, let it be 
known, cannot be legitimately iden- 
tified with the Sacrament of the 


Altar. In its first use in the Acts of 


the Apostles, where it is in the form 
of a noun, it is translated, “They con- 
tinued steadfast in the apostles’ doc- 
trine and fellowship.” As a verb it 
is used in Romans 12: 13, and there 
translated “distributing to the neces- 
sity of saints.” 

According to the information in 
our: possession, the Missouri Synod 
is itself the author of the invitations 
that have resulted in numerous 
meetings for the discussion of agree- 
ments and differences among us. 
It is hoped, and in some quarters be- 
lieved, and on occasion prayed, that 
an exchange of views, factual expla- 
nations of backgrounds and certainly 
the information required, for a more 
fraternal understanding will bring 
the portions of the Lutheran Church 
in the United States and Canada into 
more cordial relations, thereby re- 
moving the present harmful and un- 
Christian competition and suspicion. 
To the extent that there is honest 
and unbiased “sharing” of correction 
and appreciation, there will be a 
form of fellowship. Reports to THE 
LuTHERAN from members who have 
attended these meetings state that 
considerable interchange of convic- 
tions and confessions has occurred. 

But as far as the U. L. C. A. is 
concerned, there is a definite under- 
standing of the significance given to 
“fellowship” by the authorities of the 
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‘Missouri Synod. They deem “pul- 


pit and altar sharing” the necessary 
external expression of fellowship 


and lodge the declaration of such in- 


terchange in the authority of their 
General Body in convention assem- 
bled. We on our part do not find in 
the administration of the means of 
grace, i.e., in the preaching of the 
Gospel and participation in the 
Lord’s Supper, the practises by 
which Christians may be classified, 
who have made a sincere confession 
of their faith.in redemption through 


-our Lord Jesus Christ. But we do 


not deny the right of a Church to 
erect such lines as it chooses. How 
could we when such a policy has 
been in operation for nearly a cen- 
tury and has been debated for the 
same length of time? 

What we do believe is, that con- 
siderable sharing now exists, 
whether acknowledged or not. And 
that sharing is a kind of fellowship 
we would enjoy more of, provided 


_ the sharing is mutual. 


IN CONVENTION ASSEMBLED 


WHILE the date set for the four- 
teenth biennial convention of the 


_U.L. C. A. is still some months in 


the future, preparations for the dis- 
charge of its duties are in process 
along two lines. One of these is made 
apparent to the readers of THe Lu- 
THERAN by articles received from the 
entertaining host, the Synod of the 
Northwest. While details have not 
been announced, enough has been 
published to indicate the determina- 
tion of President Gerberding and his 
capable co-workers that the 1944 ac- 
commodations and entertainment of 
the U. L. C. A. in convention’ as- 
sembled shall be “up to standards” 
of past generous hospitality. 

Also emerge with growing clear- 
ness the friendly surroundings which 
the abundant Lutheranism in Minne- 


- sota and adjacent areas will provide. 


The place of assembly is the well- 
known and highly esteemed Central 
Church, which is a congregation of 
the Norwegian Synod and of which 
the pastor is the beloved J. A. O. 
Stub, D.D. He was a leader in the 


critical months of the first World 


War when the Commission for Sol- 
diers’ and Sailors’ Welfare was es- 
tablished. His ideals of fellowship 
did not decline when the National 


Lutheran Council and the Lutheran 


Brotherhood inherited the hopes of 
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that first successful co-operative 
movement among us. 

But the most definite indication of 
the coming convention is the selec- 
tion by the constituent synods of the 
U. L. C. A. of delegates to represent 
them. It is to the credit of our sys- 
tem of ecclesiastical organization 
that membership in each of the 
thirty-two unit delegations is con- 
sidered a great trust and a serious 
obligation by those chosen. Their 
names as they are reported in THE 
LUTHERAN add up to a roll of honor, 
but what is of greater import, with 
them in their assembled functioning 
rest the corporate interests of one of 
the great ecclesiastical groups of the 
United States and Canada. 

Because of their strictly represent- 
ative nature, the delegates who are 
in process of selection by the synods 
will confront two serious tasks. One 
of these is the receipt and judicial 
consideration of the work carried on 
in the name of the U. L. C. A. by its 
several boards and agencies. In or- 
der that these may “render an ac- 
count of their stewardship,” vol- 
uminous reports are required which 
are prepared in advance, published 
in the Convention Bulletin, and 
thereby made available for the study 
of every delegate. The recommen- 
dations of each administrative group, 
including the Executive Board and 
the officers of the Church, are set 
forth to be weighed at first indi- 
vidually and then collectively; that 
is, corporately. “New business” has 
daily entry to the convention’s de- 
liberations, although the major deci- 
sions stem from reports and imply 
substantial bases for the forward 
look of the Church. It is the com- 
mon expectation this year that sev- 
eral questions of grave import for 
the future of religion in North 
America and the world will be of- 
fered the delegates for decisions at 
this coming Minneapolis meeting. 

Not the least of the duties dis- 
charged by these U. L. C. A. conven- 
tions are the elections of officers and 
members of boards and agencies. 
The United Lutheran Church is the 
parent corporation, chartered by the 
State of New York and thus given 
entity as the instrument for the ad- 
ministration of the ecclesiastical in- 
terests of our Church. Most of the 
subsidiary boards are also incorpor- 
ated and thereby “enabled” to carry 
on as business entities. Their char- 


ters and by-laws are carefully drawn 
so that the prerogatives of each are 
carefully specified. Tenure of office 
and succession in elections are fixed 
as to time and as to eligibility. Pol- 
icies and appropriations of funds are 
dealt with as the constitution and 
by-laws prescribe. 

Difficulties of transportation will 
be confronted by the delegates; some 
talk is heard about postponing the 
convention until traffic is restored to 
normalcy. No such procedure is in 
order. The delegates will need to 
adjust their journey to the condi- 
tions existent next October. More 
time for the trip may be required, 
and certainly early arrangements for 
travel and entertainment will be 
wise. But the total of persons having 
business at the convention does not 
greatly exceed the 550 delegates. 

But the convention cannot be 
omitted or even postponed. Its cor- 
porate entity requires the assembling 
of the representatives of the Church 
at the time prescribed and in the 
place chosen. Arrival and departure 
of the delegates are responsibilities 
for which each of them must arrange. 


“From College Windows. 
By DAVID T. NELSON 


THE world is sick. It needs a bet- 
ter medicine than war. War is a 
purge, but not a source of strength or 
healing. Some better principle must 
be found for the generations which 
must clear away the wreckage, phys- 
ical and spiritual, and build anew. 

Our Christian schools and colleges 
have the glorious opportunity of ap- 
plying the Christian principle of love 
to the problems which threaten to 
overwhelm us, leaving a new world 
“powerless to be born.” The merely 
academic, the froth of superficial 
study, the sour. dregs of learning 
must. be pushed aside. The gospel 
principle must be resolutely applied 
to studies of the world we live in, 
The powerful instrumentalities of our 
machine age, the clash of hostile 
class interests, the global conflicts of 
nations possessing the plants and 
techniques needed for mass indus- 
trial production, the dislocation of 
conventional and traditional stand- 
ards, must be interpreted in the 
light of the Christian principle of 
love. New directions must be found, 
leading to greener fields and path~ 
ways of hope. 
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An Apostle-to-Disciples Disclosure 


Paul in a Letter Reveals the Sources of His Certainty 
I! Corinthians, Chapters 4 and 5, Contains the Adult Scripture 


Lesson for May 28 (Whitsunday) 


IF THE congregations that grew out of the missionary labor of St. Paul 
in Asia Minor and Greece were viewed as a family, then the Church in 
Corinth would be the “infant terrible,” the “black sheep,” the ‘problem 
child” or whatever one chooses to call the “bad boy” of the household. The 
anxiety their conduct caused the Apostle was more than that which came 
logically from a notorious instance of misconduct by a member of the Church. 
He found among the people who had joined as believers in Christ an absorp- 


tion of worldly ways into their obedi- 
ence to the Lord and a willingness to 
compromise with surrounding worldli- 
ness. Thereby they rendered his 
preaching vain for many of them. They 
even allowed the celebration of the holy 
sacrament of the altar to become an 
occasion of gluttony and license. He 
found himself under the necessity of 
revealing the spiritual destruction that 
had fallen upon some of them. He 
sharply warned them. Their effort to 
drink the cup of the Lord and the cup 
of devils had already brought inevita- 
ble results. There were divisions and 
resultant strife among them, and be- 
cause of unworthily eating and drink- 
ing, not discerning the Lord’s body, he 
wrote, “For this cause, many are weak 
and sickly among you and some are 
fallen asleep.” 


Critics’ Last Resort « 

To meet the situation threatening the 
spiritual safety of those to whom he had 
brought the grace of God he wrote let- 


ters, to one of which, I Corinthians, we 


have access. He contemplated also a 
personal visit in order to punish as well 
as to warn. But for reasons not known, 
he abandoned this intention and made 
use of the letter we have as II Corin- 
thians and other epistles now lost. He 
therein defended his apostolic authority 
against Gentiles who denied the su- 
periority of the Christian revelation 
over the cults of paganism, and also 
against Jews who assailed him for giv- 
ing to non-Jews a position in the plan- 
ning of God in which they, the pagans, 
were on the same level as were the 
“children of Abraham.” The theory of 
a super-race is far from modern. 

Now the second epistle to the Corin- 
thians is Paul’s response to those who 
were at work in opposition to his win- 
ning souls for his Master. It is not pri- 
marily a defense nor a counterstate- 
ment, It is, on the contrary, the decla- 
ration of one who has decided to reveal 
what he has that entitles him to speak 
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with confidence and promise others 
with authority that they shall be 
sharers with him of the boundless grace 
of Him who loves them and gave Him- 
self for them. 


The Kingdom Is of God 

Paul’s first citation deals with the 
content of his preaching. “We preach 
not ourselves, but Christ Jesus as Lord 
and ourselves as your servants for 
Jesus’ sake.” The intention of this dec- 
laration is to disconnect the purely hu- 
man—perhaps’ one should more accu- 
rately say, that which is entirely earthly 
in a ministry from that which the in- 
dwelling grace of God enables one to 
render. (In the New Testament the 
comparison is employed “of the flesh” 
and “of the spirit.” The distinction is 
ultimately one of the origin of obe- 
dience.) But the Apostle is careful to 
block any accusation that he is so com- 
pletely “of the spirit” as to be inde- 
pendent of the conditions “of the flesh.” 
Through the latter he encounters af- 
flictions. Elsewhere he refers to the 
temptations which gain their place from 
the same source. Visibly he feels the 
weight of years and the wear and tear 
of heavy labor. These bring to pass 
“the decaying of the outward man.” 
But the victory, of his faith enables him 
to give minor heed to that which is vis- 
ible in the flesh, and the major value 
to what “is not seen” except as it is 
spiritually discerned. 


Beyond Argument 
The ground for the Apostle’s pos- 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
May 22-28 


Living for Eternity. II Corinthians 4: 16—5: 8. 


Christ. IZ Corinthians 
5: 14-19. 

Keeping eee Commandments. I Timothy 
- The, Grace of Liberality. IL Corinthians 
F, Living to the Glory of God. Ephesians 

3: 14-19. 


M. 
T. New Creatures in 
Ww 


. Spiritual Freedom. Romans 8: 1-4, 12-18. 
Suffering as a Christian. I Peter 4: 8-19. 


Ky Nathan FZ. Melhorn 


itiveness was thus put beyond reach of 
either rabbinical traditions or deduc- 
tions from circumstances. It was futile 
to contend with him about the superior- 
ity of the Jew over the Gentile, when 
he a Jew and once of the straitest sect 
of the Pharisees, was conscious of a 
mission to preach the Gospel of his 
Messiah to thosé who were not of the 
promise. The only rebuttal that could 
silence him was arrest and trial before 
a Roman magistrate, or stoning by a 
rioting mob. But neither of these could 
reach the inner citadel of his assurance 
of faith, nor separate him from Him 
who had called him “to stand before 
kings.” 

But beyond the controversies by 
which he was harassed and eventually 
persecuted was a query more general 
and less partisan. It was the question 
every grown-up thinking man or wom- 
an employs when the call to forsake 
the world and choose the Christ Gos- 
pel’s way of life is heard. What does 
he gain who has become a believer in 
Jesus and his Gospel, that offsets his 
troubles? 

Paul’s answer begins with a fascinat- 
ing declaration in which he contrasts 
the conditions of this present life with 
what will be enjoyed in eternity. When 
Corinthians sought his answer for 
the worthiness of the faith that was 
his, he wrote of the everlasting to 
which he was heir. One reads, “For we 
know that if the earthly house of our 


tabernacle be dissolved, we have a — 
building from God, a house not made ~ 


with hands.” 
maintain the 


The succeeding verses 
figure. 


so the flesh enveloped the spirit. But 


earthly toil and finally death dissolved — 


this house, “so that mortality was swal- 


lowed up of life.” The superiority of © 
revelation in describing what shall be — 
in the words the | 


is demonstrated 
Apostle employs. The body dissolves: 
the earthy is consumed. 

At this point Paul became specific in 
the presentation of his reasons for 
obeying Christ. The love of Him con- 
strained him. . . . If any man is in 
Christ, he is a new creature, partner in 


a new covenant with God, one item of — 


which was the act of his Lord by which 
the “word of reconciliation was com- 
mitted to him.” All this was from with- 
in his heart. 
Timothy: “For I know (have seen) 
whom I have believed.” 


The Lutheran 


A tabernacled — 
house was some sort of tent. As boughs, ; 
or skins, or cloth covered the dwelling, © 


No wonder he wrote to ~ 


a a OE Te 


Se Te eT 


Jctncedeebib sates nae aigtialh wie) TY 


THE YOUNG 


PEOPLE 
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Mending the Breaks—BROKEN LIVES 
. ISAIAH 58:12 


THE Israelites were captives, and 
Isaiah comforted them with the hope 
of returning to their native land and 
rebuilding their broken cities. That 
dream of rebuilding was always before 
them. It is what sent Nehemiah back 
to Jerusalem. Read the story in the 
Book of Nehemiah. Thousands upon 
thousands of refugees today dream of 
rebuilding their cities and re-establish- 
ing their homes in familiar surround- 
ings. There is something wrong with 
any man who is not romantic about his 
home and home surroundings. It is hu- 
man and natural to center ideals around 
a place as well as around persons. 

Waste is wicked. And the waste of a 
great war is one of the special marks of 
its sinfulness. Wrecked homes, wrecked 
works of art, wrecked churches, 

wrecked schools and libraries and, most 
of all, wrecked lives—these are the 
price of war! How can we be so insane 
as to think anything constructive can 
be accomplished by war? The most 
that it can do is to save something of 
what we have and to wreck some tra- 
ditions and institutions that need 
wrecking. The only credit it can be 
given is that it is something like the 
work of a house wrecker, who clears 
the ground for new and better build- 
ings. War is blind; and with that which 
should be wrecked it throws its block- 
busters into places sacred to religion 
and to family life. 

That the waste places shall be built 
up again, is the hope of all of us. It 
kept Israel faithful during long years 
of captivity. It sustains us during long 
years of war. 


Human Waste 


The greatest of the many crimes of 
war is in the field of the spirit. The 
hatred and spirit of revenge that war 
generates are more devastating than a 
thousand bomber raids. The laws of 
forgiveness are not revoked in wartime. 
Let the Nazis call forgiveness a soft 
doctrine; we who believe Christ know 
that: forgiveness is a mark of strength, 
not of weakness. The broken spirits 
of men must be rebuilt. Their faith in 
their fellowmen must be restored. 

The basic restoration that all of us 
need is a new assurance of God. This 
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Isaiah had. Even when it seemed as 
though God had forgotten all His prom- 
ises to Israel, Isaiah never doubted that 
the pledge of God was good. He banked 
on God to bring His people back some 
day to their own country, where by His 
help they could rebuild their cities and 
their lives. One of the first buildings 
they would restore would be the tem- 
ple. God would be recognized as the 
One to be thanked for their return from 
captivity. 


A Symbol of Salvation 

Evidently our Scripture text was 
chosen for this topic because the cap- 
tivity of Israel was so like our cap- 
tivity to sin. The story of God’s deal- 
ings with Israel is one of a very pa- 
tient God and a very aggravating: peo- 
ple. There is a kind of rhythm about 
the history of Israel. God blessed Israel, 
and Israel obeyed God. Then there was 
peace and prosperity. Soon or late 
Israel forgot God. There is a very ex- 
pressive figure used in Deuteronomy 
32: 15. “But Jeshurun waxed fat and 
kicked: Thou art waxed fat, thou art 
grown thick, thou are become sleek; 
then he forsook God that made him, 
and lightly esteemed the Rock of his 
salvation.” 

This is from the farewell address of 
Moses to his people. He uses the poetic 
name Jeshurun for Israel and pictures 
the nation as an ox, grown fat and 
skittish, kicking up its heels for no rea- 
son at all, but that it is feeling too 
good. Moses knew Israel, and their 
later history proved him a good prophet. 
The blessings of God were too much for 
them; and with prosperity came idol 
worship, imitation of the immoral prac- 
tices of their heathen neighbors, neg- 
lect of worship, and many other sins. 


The Course of Evil 

Then God punished them; perhaps by 
the invasion of their enemies or by 
some great plague. Then they would 
remember God and beg His forgive- 
ness. Then He would forgive them, and 
after a time the rhythm of sin, punish- 
ment, repentance, and forgiveness 
would begin again. Finally the whole 
nation was driven into captivity, and 
this experience at least overcame their 


weakness for idolatry, though return 
to their homeland did not indicate the 
cure of other great faults. Later they 
would commit the greatest sin of all 
when they refused to accept Jesus: 
greatest because it was the end of their 
destiny as a chosen people. 

Now all this is a symbol of the life 
of man. We, too, try the patience of 
God. None of us is innocent of some 
share in the sins that brought upon us 
this great war. We deserve our cap- 
tivity just as truly as Israel. When we 
had prosperity, two cars in every ga- 
rage, we thought that by human clever- 
ness we had united the nations of the 
world in a permanent brotherhood, we 
forgot God. We, like Jeshurun, “waxed 
fat and kicked.” 


Times of Testing 

So in our personal lives. The times 
when everything was going well were 
our testing times. They made us proud 
and conceited. We are like the man 
with one talent in Jesus’ parable; we 
forget that it is His, and think that we 
can do with it just as we please. We 
forget that God will ever come back to 
demand an accounting. 

God does come back, and then our 
cities are wrecked by our own sins. 
Then also faith comes to tell us in the 
hopeful words of Isaiah that these waste 
places will be restored; they will be 
built new. Just as soon as we repent 
and plead God’s forgiveness, He will 
begin the process of restoration in us. 
It is His good and gracious will by 
which the way of escape is provided, 
not temporarily, but permanently. 

All this power for rebuilding our sin- 
broken lives comes through the cross 
of Jesus Christ. He is the master 
builder, because he has felt the things 
that wreck life. When San Francisco 
was rebuilt after the great earthquake, 
the builders knew the power of this 
wrecking force and built accordingly. 
So Jesus knows our weakness and the 
power of sin. If we will let Him build 
us over again, He will strengthen the 
weak places in our lives and enable us 
to continue steadfast. 

I recall Mel Trotter, superintendent 
of two great rescue missions. Thou- 
sands of down-and-outers were saved 
through those missions. They were vic- 
tims of every kind of vice, wrecked 
lives, so completely wrecked that it 
seemed hopeless to think of rebuilding. 
Mel Trotter was a drunken barber, so 
low that he even became drunk at his 
daughter’s funeral. Christ found him 
and saved him, and made him over into 
a great, good man. This is the rebuild- 
ing power of Christ. He will restore 
the waste places, if we will let Him. 

* * * * 

To Leavers: Topic date, May 28. Next 

topic, Our Congregation and Synod. 
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Promotion of Lutheran Unity 
Springfield, Mo., 
April 24, 1944. 

Dear LUTHERAN: 

WHILE stationed at my present post, 
I have access to the leading Lutheran 
publications in our Service Club 
library. We are amply supplied with 
Tue Lutrueran, The American Lutheran, 
Lutheran Herald, Lutheran Witness, 
and The Walther League Messenger. 
I know I am not the only one to benefit 
by these excellent Lutheran magazines 
and also not the only one to notice that 
among all these publications (except 
THe LuTHERAN) Lutheran unity is 
stressed and placed before the readers 
for discussion and judgment. 

Being a member of the U. L. C. A., I 
pride myself on the fact that it is a lib- 
eral and progressive wing of the Lu- 
theran Church in America. I therefore 
must ask myself, “Why doesn’t the 
U. L. C. A.’s official journal, THe Lu- 
THERAN promote articles that would lead 
to a better understanding of Lutheran 
unity?” 

Most of the other publications have 
sections devoted to letters sent in by 
their readers—laymen as well as pas- 
tors. Many of the letters pertain to 
Lutheran unity. Here again Tue Lu- 
THERAN offers no such opportunity for 
the laymen to speak. 

Pyvr. Donatp Beum, A.S.N., 33484246, 
O’Reilly General Hospital 


* * * 


Editor's Response 


In answer to this query addressed 6 
the editor of THe LuTHERAN, the cor- 
rect response is that the United Lu- 
theran Church in America has already 
and repeatedly given consideration to 
unity among Lutherans on the western 
continent. An early and very compre- 
hensive declaration on this matter was 
adopted at our second convention, 1920, 
in Washington, D. C. At the Savannah 
Convention in 1934 an even more spe- 
cific statement was unanimously 
adopted by the convention: thereby or- 
ganic union on the basis of the historic 
Lutheran confessions was declared 
feasible and needed. In behalf of this 
Savannah document, the President of 
the U. L. C. A. was directed and em- 
powered to appoint a commission, 
himself being chairman, to confer with 
similar commissions set up by other 
general bodies. Dr. Knubel issued the 
invitations. Responses were received 
from the American Lutheran Church, 
whose commissioners held meetings 
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with ours, out of which came eventually 
what we now call the Pittsburgh Dec- 
laration. Its three articles were adopted 
at the 1940 conventions of the U. L. 
C. A. ane of the American Lutheran 
Church, but the promise of pulpit and 
altar fellowship has not yet been ful- 
filled by the authorities of the latter. 

A commission from the Missouri 
Synod met that of the U. L. C. A. in 
1935; but we are informed it declined 
to consider the Savannah Declaration 
and has not since met our representa- 
tives. 

During the present biennium, nu- 
merous discussions have been arranged 
in areas of the United States:at most 
of these U. L. C. A. pastors and teach- 
ers have been among those who assem- 
bled. None of these conferences, how- 
ever, has any official standing or com- 
mits those present to any steps toward 
union. 

Nevertheless, in the National Lu- 
theran Council—the membership of 
which includes the larger Lutheran 
groups, Missouri excepted—the U. L. 
C. A. has co-operated heartily.and, we 
believe, effectively, with the groups 
that are not “in pulpit and altar fel- 
lowship” with it, but who find no in- 
consistency in accepting our co-opera- 
tion in planning and equipping needed 
ministries with personnel and material. 

It is the conviction of the editor of 
Tue LUTHERAN that the U. L. C. A. has 
gone about as far in the direction of 
union as is possible for it to go. Our 
declarations are not derived from un- 


‘ official utterances in discussion groups 


but on the resolutions which have been 
adopted by our church in convention 
assembled. Union of Lutheran church 
bodies in America is by precedent 


To Stand Alone 
By LAURA EMILY MAU 


A NATION which can stand alone, 
Raised up on the Foundation Stone 
Of Christ, has been raised to stand 
On the same Rock as sea and land. 


Held in the hollow of God’s Hand, 
To be the glory of a land, 
In unity with God allied, 
It is upheld and fortified. 


To live in peace and unity, 

And friendship of world loyalty, 
Standing on the Foundation Stone, 
Made by our God to stand alone. 


Atlantic City, N. J. 


LETTERS 


vested in action on resolutions pre- 
sented and adopted by these bodies-in ~ 
convention assembled. So far as we are — 


informed, only the U. L. C. A. has so 
expressed a desire for closer union. 
Other Lutheran bodies either by direct 


refusal or by omission of action seem 
to have signified their belief that the — 
time is not at hand for anything more ~ 


than “friendly debates.” 


It is my 


opinion that these discussions, after be- _ 
ing the accepted policy of Lutherans — 
for about seventy-five years have dem- — 


onstrated their power to maintain our 
divisions. 


In Behalf of Thiel College 


C. Hate Srez, Esq., Freeport, Pa., is 


heading an appeal to laymen of the © 


Pittsburgh Synod and of other connec- 
tions, in behalf of completing a fund of 
$125,000 to enlarge the equipment and, 
as so used, increase the efficiency of 
Thiel College. In a formal communica- 
tion under date of March 29, and di- 


rected to “Fellow Lutherans” he stated — 


that the members of the Pittsburgh 
Synod are highly favored in that they 
live in one of the most prosperous sec- 


tions of the United States, and there- — 


fore are under an obligation to do bet- 
ter than give “a few crumbs and tag 
ends of prosperity” to our. Christian 
colleges. 


In the same communication there are 


comparisons between the generosity of 
the Pittsburgh Synod in supporting its 


college with what has been done by © 
churches belonging to the Augustana — 
Synod and to the Norwegian Lutheran ~ 
Church, and to “the little sect known 
as the Nazarenes which has built two — 
accredited colleges in the Pacific area — 


of our country and plans to build more. _ 


They put us to shame.” 


The letter ends with the paragraph, 


“I request every pastor, every church 
council, every member of our Pitts- 


burgh Synod to ask our Lord Jesus ~ 


Christ whether He wants Thiel College 
to continue limping along as in the 


past. If they will ask our Lord this 


question in sincerity and truth, I have 
not the least doubt what His answer 
will be.” 

With the knowledge and consent of 
the Pittsburgh Synod obtained through 
the office of its president, Dr. H. Reed 
Shepfer, THe Lutueran adds its facil- 
ities of communication to those already 


used by Mr. Sipe. He certainly has se- — 


lected a worthy cause to which to give 
his interest and support. 


The Lutheran 


New Pastor for Students at 
the University of Wisconsin 


It was an impressive moment in the 
service of installation of the pastor for 
Lutheran students held in Luther 
Memorial Church, Madison, Wis., Sun- 
day evening, April 16, when the mem- 
bers of the Directing Committee of the 
Lutheran Student Foundation pre- 
sented the Rev. A. Henry Hetland for 
induction into that important field of 
service among Lutheran students at the 
University of Wisconsin. 

At the altar was Martin Anderson, 
D.D., of the Eastern District of the Nor- 
wegian Lutheran Church, who read the 


The Rev. A. Henry Hetland 


service of installation. By his side were 
John I. Meck, D.D., representing the 
Board of Education of the United Lu- 
theran Church in America, and Otto J. 
Wilke, D.D., president of the Directing 
Committee and pastor of St. John’s 
Church, Madison. In the group stand- 
ing by the side of Pastor Hetland were 
Morris Wee, Ph.D., pastor of Bethel 
Church, Madison, and his associate, the 
Rev. Reuben Gornitzka; the Rev. 
Charles A. Puls, pastor of Luther 


Memorial Church; Mr. A. W. Peterson, 


treasurer of the Foundation and comp- 
troller of the university; Prof. R. M. S. 
_Heffner and Dr. Chester H. Ruedisile, 
junior dean. By the mutual pledges of 
both the pastor-elect and the members 
of the Directing Committee, Pastor 
Hetland was formally installed. Two 
letters were read by Dr. Wilke, who 
conducted the Vesper Service. One was 
from the staff of the Board of Educa- 
tion of the United Lutheran Church in 
America and the other from the secre- 
tary of the Student Commission of the 
American Lutheran Conference. More 
-than two hundred members of the Lu- 
theran student body, members of the 
Lutheran Student Association, and 
members of the various Lutheran 
churches of Madison were in attend- 
ance. 

The new incumbent was formerly 
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pastor in Muskegon, Mich. He has 
served as assistant in Eau Claire, Wis., 
and is a graduate of Augustana College, 
Sioux Falls, S. D., and Luther Semi- 
nary. He succeeds the Rev. Lloyd 
Jacobson, who resigned last year to be- 
come a navy chaplain. 

The sermon at this significant service 
was preached by John I. Meck, D.D., of 
Racine, Wis. He reviewed the begin- 
nings of Lutheran student work in 
Madison which grew out of the con- 
cern of the Church for the student in 
non-Lutheran educational institutions. 
Among the pioneers were William K. 
Frick, D.D., the Rev. A. C. Anda and 
J. C. Kunzmann, D.D. The first pastor 
to Lutheran students at Madison was 
Howard R. Gold, D.D., who began work 
in 1907 and served for nine years. 
Others who served in student work 
were John F. Fedders, D.D., Norman 
D. Goehring, D.D., the Rev. Edward 
J. Blenker and the Rev. Lloyd Jacob- 
son. In the period in which there was 
no full-time pastor, Carroll J. Rockey, 
D.D., ministered to the students. In 
1938 the Lutheran Student Foundation 
was created and the Student Commis- 
sion of the American Lutheran Con- 
ference began to share in the co-opera- 
tive effort in the work among Lutheran 
students. Pastor Hetland is the first 
student pastor to serve at the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin from one of the 
synods of the American Lutheran 
Conference. 

Out of that goodly heritage the future 
is bright with promise. A fine spirit of 
enterprise is evident and the members 
of the Directing Committee are alert in 
making plans for the future as a large 
enrollment is anticipated in the post- 
war period. At present a Student Cen- 
ter is maintained at 228 Langdon St., 
Madison. Joun I. Meck. 


Choir Directors and Assistant 
Pastor Elected 


York, Pa. April 16 Gordon E. Young 
of Tulsa, Okla., began his services as 
Minister of Music in St. Matthew’s 
Church, of which Dr. J. B. Baker is 
pastor. He will have charge of the 
Senior Choir and Mrs. Young of the 
Intermediate and Junior Choirs. Mr. 
and Mrs. Young are graduates of 
western colleges, 

On the same day Gordon Folcemer, 
a senior in Gettysburg Seminary, was 
elected full-time assistant pastor of the 
congregation. He will begin his duties 
June 1 and will be installed three days 
later. He is a member of Christ 
Church, Baltimore, Md., of which Dr. 
John L. Deaton is pastor. 

On Easter, sixty-eight new members 
were received, thus bringing the total 
confirmed membership up to 2,034. 


Church Re-dedicated at 
Frederiksted, St. Croix 


THE members of Frederick congrega- 
tion at Frederiksted on the West Indian 
island of St. Croix are rejoicing over 
the completion of the most thorough 
renovation of their church interior 
since the stately old building was first 
dedicated, January 15, 1792. The 
chancel floor has been raised above 
that of the nave. The beautiful ma- 
hogany pulpit has been moved from its 
former place high above the altar to a 
new location by the left wall of the 
chancel. The bronzed replica of the 
well-known Thorvaldsen statue of 
Jesus now stands on a masonry bracket 
on the right wall of the chancel, op- 
posite the pulpit. Taking its former 
place on the altar is a large, new brass 
cross. The old reredos has been re- 
placed by a mahogany one, and the old 
altar will eventually give way to a new 
and larger one. 

The box pews have been painted a 
light buff color, and are being trimmed 
in polished mahogany. The antique 
Danish lighting fixtures have been 
wired for electricity, making it possible 
to remove the unsightly commercial 
fixtures that were installed a few years 
ago. All the new appointments cor- 
respond to the best Lutheran usage. 

The service of rededication was. held 
March 31, the twenty-seventh anniver- 
sary of the transfer of the island from 
Danish to United States sovereignty 
(Transfer Day is a legal holiday in the 
Virgin Islands). Pastor Everett J. 
Jensen was in charge of the service; 
Pastor Elmer H.. Ganskopp of the 
Christiansted Parish was the liturgist; 
Pastor Jens Larsen, formerly a min- 
ister in Frederiksted, brought greetings 
from the Lutherans of St. Thomas. Pas- 
tor William G. Arbaugh, who preached 
the dedication sermon, brought greet- 
ings from the Board of American Mis- 
sions and from the Lutherans of Puerto 
Rico. 

The entire cost of these improve- 
ments has been borne by the congrega- 
tion, and has been paid in full. The 
only expenditures were for materials. 
The carpentry, masonry, cabinet-mak- 
ing, painting and other labor were gen- 
erously contributed by the loyal mem- 
bers and friends of the church. Many 
whose regular employment kept them 
busy all day, came night after night to 
work 4 or 5 hours on the house of the 
Lord. The fine, new interior of Frederick 
County Church is a testimony to the 
renewed zeal of the members and to 
their devotion to their Lord. It is also 
a witness to their love for their pastor, 
the Rev. Everett J. Jensen, to whose 
vigorous leadership they have so en- 
thusiastically responded. 

Wi1am G. ARBAUGH. 
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The Chicago Conference 


Tue forty-eighth semi-annual con- 
vention of the Chicago Conference of 
the Illinois Synod was held April 18 in 
Gladstone Park Church, one of the 
city’s Lutheran missions. Pastor George 
Garver and his people were gracious 
hosts. 

The theme centered around “Peace.” 
The Rev. Fred Millhouse chose for the 
theme of his communion meditation, 
“Personal Peace,” declaring that there 
cannot be world peace by any means 
short of the complete exaltation of 
Christ in the individual heart. Dr. 
Charles Kegley in the chief address of 
the afternoon on, “Can We Be Patriotic 
and Christian?” declared that patriot- 
ism is too often interpreted as a watch- 
dog hatred for all ideas in opposition 
to our own. The discussion on the sub- 
ject was led by the Rev. George Aigner, 
Lutheran student pastor of Chicago- 
land. 

Dr. Armin G. Weng, president of 
synod, gave a very encouraging report 
on synodical affairs and stressed Lu- 
theran World Action. Prof. E. Theo- 
dore Bachmann represented the Chi- 
cago Theological Seminary and spoke 
of the accelerated schedule, the Min- 
isters’ Convocation and the Summer 
Graduate School. Dr. Charles B. 
Foelsch, president of the Chicago Semi- 
nary, arrived from the meeting of the 
U. L. C. A. Board to confirm the re- 
ported action of the government re- 
garding the discontinued deferment of 
ministerial students not registered in 
Protestant seminaries by July 1. Dr. 
Erland Nelson, president, gave a com- 
mendable report of Carthage College, 
suggesting the goal of at least one stu- 
dent from every congregation of the 
Illinois Synod as a part of the seventy-, 
fifth anniversary celebration next a 
The Rey. Freeman Kunz spoke for So- 
cial Missions and introduced our two 
deaconesses, Sister Frieda Berger and 
Sister Geraldine Lewis. 

The afternoon devotions were con- 
ducted by the Rev. Ralph McClintock; 
the Rev. Paul Nordsiek spoke for the 
Parish Education Committee in behalf 
of the Christian Growth Series, the 
Rev. Harmon McGuire for the For- 
eign Missions Committee, and the 
Rey. Royal E. Lesher for the Evangel- 
ism Committee. The communion was 
administered by the officers: President 
L. O. Cooperrider and Secretary Paul 
Nordsiek. 

The following were elected delegates 
to the convention of the U. L. C. A:: 
Pastors L. O. Cooperrider, Royal E. 
Lesher, George Aigner, Paul Nordsiek, 
and Herman G. Twietmeyer. Laymen: 
E. H. List, E. A. Anderson, Alfred 
Arneson, Carl Schulz, Howard Bech- 
told. GrorcE J. Curran, Reporter. 
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New York Synod's Largest 


Conference 


Tue Rev. Joseph B. Flotten, pastor of 
Resurrection Church, St. Albans, N. Y., 
was elected president of the Long 
Island Conference of the United Synod 
of New York at its spring convention 
April 27 at St. Mark’s Church, Windsor 
Terrace, Brooklyn, the Rev. Harold 
Hornberger pastor. 

The Rev. Lauri J. Anderson, pastor 
of Good. Shepherd Church, Bellaire, 
was elected vice-president, and the 
Rev. Alfred J. Krahmer, Grace Church, 
Forest Hills, was elected secretary. Mr. 
Ernst Erickson of Incarnation Church, 
Brooklyn, was elected treasurer. Elected 
to the Executive Committee were: Mr. 
Harry Keiner, St. John’s, Richmond 
Hill, and Mr. Harold Stewart, Good 
Shepherd, Brooklyn. Mr. Frank Egner 
of Holy Trinity, Rockville Centre, was 
nominated for the Executive Committee 
of synod, 

The main order of the day was an in- 
spiring presentation of the work of the 
Lutheran Service Commission by Dr. 
N. M. Ylvisaker, director of the Com- 
mission. The convention also heard a 
brief address on “Our Colleges” by Dr. 
Henry J. Arnold, president of Hart- 
wick College, Oneonta, N. Y. ,, 

The retiring president, the Rev. 
Walter M. Ruccius of Epiphany Church, 
Hempstead, preached the sermon at the 
opening Communion Service. The vice- 
president, Dr. Harry Kreider, St. James, 
Ozone Park, and the secretary, the Rev. 
Alfred J. Krahmer, were the liturgists. 

The Rev. Walter Cowen, new pastor 
of Incarnation Church, Jamaica, and 
the Rev. Frank Nickel, new pastor of 
St. Stephen’s, Hicksville, were wel- 
comed as members of conference. St. 
Mark’s Church, Jamaica, Dr. William 
Freas pastor, was also received into 
conference - membership, a 
from the German Conference. 

The report of the president empha- 
sized the rise in benevolence giving in 
the conference. 

Reports were heard in the morning 
from the statistical secretary, the Ex- 
ecutive Committee, the Home Missions 
Committee, and the Committee on Min- 
isterial Pensions. The chairman of the 
latter committee, the Rev. Oliver 
Powers, presented Mr. Frederick Ihlo 
to the conference. Mr. Ihlo asked for 
the opportunity to present the Pension 
Plan to church councils. 


The following clerical and lay dele-~ 


gates to the United Lutheran Church 
in America were nominated to synod: 
Clerical: the Rey. Joseph Flotten, the 
Rev. Walter Ruccius, the Rev. Herbert 
Weiskotten, the Rev. Carl Hirzel, the 
Rev. Erwin Jaxheimer, and the Rev. 
Werner Jentsch. Lay: Messrs. Clarence 


transfer _ 


C. Dittmer, Frank Egner, Harold Stew- 
art, William Elbert, Edward G. Zehr 
and Otto Sutter. 

Dr. Samuel Trexler, president of the 
United Synod of New York, was the | 
first speaker of the afternoon. He — 
pointed out the great necessity of re- 
cruiting men for the ministry and 
called for greater zeal in combating the 
“crowding” -of the church by the sects © 
and by Catholicism and in overcoming 
the general moral decay of today. 

The Stewardship Committee pre- | 
sented a set of resolutions which would — 
alter the present system of congrega- | 
tional pledging to synod by permitting | 
the local congregation to pledge for | 
synod and the U. L. C. A. This pro- | 
posal was referred back to the commit- | 
tee for conference with the officials of © 
synod, and is to be reported back at the | 
fall convention of conference. 

Other reports heard were from the 
Parish Education Committee, the Com- 
mittee on Brotherhood and Men’s 
Work, and the Social Missions Com- 
mittee. The Registration Committee 
reported an attendance of seventy-four 
pastors and thirty-one laymen. 

ALFRED J. KRAHMER, Sec. 


A Unique Forecast of Work 


THE joint meeting of the Kitchener — 
and Hamilton Conferences meeting in ~ 
Trinity, Hamilton, Canada, April 18, — 
was treated.to a unique paper, “Baro- | 
metric Readings of Synod with Some — 
Probabilities,” by the Rev. Fred Mueller. 
With “weather reports” from the pres- 
idents of the other U. L. C. A. synods, 
plus some “observations” from within 
the synod, plus a little “local atmos- — 
phere” Pastor Mueller was able to give 
an interesting “forecast” of conditions. 
Here are some of his “prognostica- 
tions.” : 

The benevolence thermometer con- 
tinues to rise, and has reached the 
highest point in synod’s history .. . but 
per capita giving is still only “luke- 
warm’ —some synods giving twice as 
much as we. Probability: The raising 
of the synodical budget from $40,000 to 
$50,000... . 

“Better weather” ahead for many of | 
the pastors of synod. Many congrega- 
tions have increased their pastor’s sal- 
aries to meet increased living costs. 
One congregation (not in the Canada 
Synod!) increased the pastor’s salary 
$600 a year, 15 pastors and 17 congre- 
gations are in the new Government 
Pension Plan. 

“Storm!” ... The clouds of juvenile 
delinquency and other social evils are 
getting darker. . . . Synod would do 
well to heed the warning signals and 
instruct its Social Missions Committee 
to be on the lookout. ... : 

Forecast: The purchase of Edgewood 


The Lutheran 


Park, near Guelph, as a permanent Lu- 
theran summer camp site... . Probabil- 
ity: The expansion of its program to 
include pastoral institutes, family 
weeks, etc.... ; 

“Unsettled.” ... Many Lutheran peo- 
ple are still moving about from place 
to place... . “Not much change”—De- 
spite the establishment of the Member- 
ship Conservation office many pastors 
are still slow in reporting transfers. .. . 

“Fair and Warmer.” . . . Two condi- 
tions make this prediction for Waterloo 
Seminary and College a welcome pos- 
sibility: The reduction of the debt to 
the vanishing point, and the selection of 
Dr. H. T. Lehmann as president... . 

“Clearing.” .. . Due to the efforts of 
the “Propaganda Minister” some of the 
darkness with which the news of synod 
has been’ shrouded is being dispelled 
through news releases and the Bulletin 
Exchange. ... 

The other paper, “The Resurrection 
in the Eyes of Critics,’ was given by 
the Rev. W. H. Knauff. The Rev. S. 
Cooper delivered the Communion ad- 
dress, “Looking Unto the Hills.” The 
Rev. W. A. Mehlenbacher presided over 
the sessions. Norman BERNER. 


Stimulating Reports Heard 
at Conference 


THE spring meeting of the Central 
Conference of the Synod of South 
Carolina met April 20 in Mt. Tabor 
Church, West Columbia, S. C., the Rev. 
J. A. Keisler, Jr., pastor. 

Stirring and encouraging reports 
were made by the committees. The 
Rev. H. A. McCullough, Jr., chairman 
of the Conference Mission Committee, 
reported progress and growth in the 
development of a Lutheran church in 
Denny Terrace, Columbia. The Rey. 
J. O. Kempson, chairman of the Parish 
Education Committee, reported the 
necessity of more intensive educational 
work in the churches and called the 
attention of the conference to the new 
Sunday school literature, the Christian 
Growth Series, and the Summer School 
for Church Workers to be held the last 
of June at Columbia College. The Rev. 
Wynne C. Boliek, pastor of the Church 
of the Reformation, addressed the con- 
ference on “The Church’s Ministry to 
the Family in War Crisis.” The Com- 
munion sermon was delivered by Pres- 
ident L. O. Dasher, in which he set 
forth Jesus Christ as the bridge be- 
tween God and man and the love of 
Christ as the bridge between indi- 
viduals in the world. 

Dr. C. E. Fritz, synodical director of 
Lutheran World Action, presented a 
stirring appeal on behalf of that cause 
to which the South Carolina Synod is 
expected to give over $15,000. Mrs. 
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Beatrice Sease spoke on behalf of the 
Lowman Home. President Karl W. 
Kinard presented the varied work of 
the synod, 

The afternoon program was based on 
“The Church’s Ministry to the Youth at 
Home”: “Through the Sunday School,” 
by the Rev. G. H. C. Park; “Through 
the Children of the Church,” by Mrs. 
Maben Jones; “Through the Luther 
League,” by the Rev. G. F. Schott, Jr. 

The second afternoon topic, “The 
Church’s Ministry to the Youth in 
Service,” was discussed as follows: 
“Preparing Them to Go and Following 
Them,” by the Rev. Edgar D. Zeigler; 
“Getting Ready, for Their Return,” by 
the Rev. George E. Meetze. 

Announcement was made by the Rev. 
George E. Meetze, chairman of the 
synodical Board of Social Missions, that 
the installation of the service pastor, 
the Rev. Carl B. Caughman, would be 
held in Ebenzer Church, Columbia, 
May 12, Dr. C. Franklin Koch deliv- 
ered the charge to the synod and the 
Rey. Wynne C. Boliek, a member of 


the U. L. C. A. Board of Social Mis- 


sions, delivered the charge to the pas- 
tor. The Seminary Chorus sang and a 
reception followed in the Parish Build- 
ing, sponsored by the Columbia Social 
Mission Sociéty. 

The fall meeting of the Central Con- 
ference will be held at the Church of 
the Reformation in Columbia. 

GeorceE EF. Mrerze, Chairman, 
Publicity Committee. 


Death of Mrs. Chapman 


Mrs. Grace E, Chapman, for twenty- 
two years organist at Luther Memorial 
Church, Erie, Pa., entered into the 
“more abundant life” April 25, at St. 
Vincent’s Hospital, Erie, Pa., after an 
extended illness. 

Mrs. Chapman was not only an artist, 
but devoted her ability to the service 
of her church and her Lord. No call to 
His service was too exacting for her. 
Her happy nature and friendly spirit 
won for her a host of friends both in 
and outside the church and many grieve 
her passing. 

She was an active member of the 
Committee on Church Music of the 
Pittsburgh Synod and active in many 
branches of church work. 

Luther Memorial Church suffers a 
great loss in her “home going.” She is 
survived by her husband, Arnell O. 
Chapman; two daughters, Mrs. Arthur 
C. Parker and Mrs. Russell L. Smith; 
two brothers, Earl and Bert Greenman; 
and a grandson, John D. Wilson. 

Funeral services, conducted by her 
pastor, Dr. E. M. Gearhart, were held 
April 28, and she was laid to rest in the 
family plot in North East Cemetery. 

E. M. GEARHART. 


Contributory Pension Plan 


Main Topic at Conference 


An address by Mr. William H. 
Stackel, followed by discussion, on the 
Contributory Pension Plan of the 
United Lutheran Church, was the most 
important item on the program of the 
spring convention of the Western Con- 
ference of the United Synod of New 
York held April 18 in Concordia 
Church, Buffalo, N. Y., the Rev. Her- 
bert A. Bosch pastor. Mr. Stackel, a 
leading layman in the Church of the 
Reformation, Rochester, member of the 
Executive Board of the U. L. C. A, 
chairman of its Investment Commission, 
a leader in the formulation of the Con- 
tributory Pension Plan, and banker, is 
particularly well qualified to speak on 
this subject. He feels strongly that the 
laity should get behind the Pension 
Plan rather than leave this to the pas- 
tors, many of whom are reluctant to 
speak about it on account of the per- 
sonal benefits which»they will receive. 

Dr. Samuel G. Trexler, president of 
synod, stressed the work of the min- 
istry and the need of recruiting high- 
class men for its ranks, the position of 
the Lutheran. Church in Protestantism, 
Lutheran World Action, and general 
benevolences. 

Harlan M. Frost, D.D., new executive 
secretary of the Council of Churches of 
Buffalo, was the luncheon speaker. 

Conference voted to memorialize 
synod to change its by-laws so that in 
the election for president this year four 
ballots be permitted rather than the 
present three. 

Dr. Trexler installed the following 
officers for one-year terms: President, 
the Rev. Howard A. Kuhnle, Rochester; 
vice-president, the Rev. John M. 
Strodel, Buffalo; secretary, the Rev. 
Robert W. Stackel, Rochester; treas- 
urer, Herman J. Merkle, Buffalo. 

Messrs. Francis Ford of Niagara Fails 
and Gerhard Ellestad of Rochester 
were elected to the conference execu- 
tive committee, and Mr. Grover A. 
Clicquennoi of Rochester was nom- 
inated to the synodical Executive 
Committee. 

Those nominated to the synod for 
delegates to the convention of the 
United Lutheran Church at Minne- 
apolis are: Clerical—H. A. Kuhnle, 
Wilfrid A. Schmidt, William M. Horn 
and Edwin H. Boettger. Lay delegates 
—Messrs. H. J. Merkle, Gerhard Elle- 
stad, Louis Henrich and John Barg. 

The Communion Service was con- 
ducted by the clerical officers and Pas- 
tor Bosch, and the sermon was preached 
by Pastor Kuhnle. There are four va- 
eancies: Holy Trinity, Buffalo: Con- 
cord, West Greece; St. John’s, Lyons; 
First Church, Blasdell. H. A. Kusn te. 
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Catia Ohio Highlights 


QuITE a few of the Lutheran clergy 
of this area participated in the Post- 
Easter Institute of Preaching on the 
Kessler Lecture Foundation at Hamma 
Divinity School at Springfield, Ohio. 
The presentations of Dr. Reinhold Nie- 
buhr and Dr. Robert E. Speer were of 
high quality and served as both inspira- 
tion and intellectual impetus for pas- 
tors who sought spiritual refreshment 
and renewal after a strenuous Lenten 
and Easter season. 


WANTED 


An experienced Case worker with supervisory 
and organizational ability. Commensurate re- 
muneration; excellent opportunity. State ex- 
perience and give references. Rev. F. R. Stone- 
burner, B.D., Superintendent, Lutheran Inner 
ann League, 201 Commercial Street, Dayton 

. 0. 


Puipit GOWNS 


Confirmation Robes, Paraments. 


Fine materials, beautiful work. 
Pleasingly low prices. State your 
needs. Catalog, samples on re- 
quest. DeMoulin Bros. & Co. | 
1127 S. 4th St., Greenville, Ill. 


‘Ohe 
Lutheran Theological Seminary 
At Philadelphia 


(MT. AIRY) 
Luther D. Reed, President 


The Seminary is on a twelve-month sched- 
Gle for the duration of the war. 


Terms begin: March 1, July 1, and Nov. 1. 


Students may enter at the beginning of 
any term. 


Graduate School on normal schedule, will 
open for the 1944-45 session, October 12, 
at 9:30 A. M. 


For catalog and information address 
Frederic W. Friday, Registrar 


VESTMENTS 


for Choir and Pulpit 
Hangings - Ornaments 
Supplies - Etc. 


Catalog free on request 


The C. E. Ward Co. 
New London, Ohio 


amma Divinity School 


The Theological Seminary of 
Wittenberg College 
For catalog and information address 
Dean E. E. Flack, Th.D., D.D., Springfield, O. 


SAVE and SELL 
WASTE 
PAPER 


IT IS NEEDED FOR 
BOMB BANDS 


Call a Collector at EXchange 0000 


ms 


24 


By Georce D. KEISTER 


Churches and pastors of this district 
are looking forward with pleasure and 
anticipation to the fellowship of Dwight 
P. Bair, D.D., who takes over the pas- 
torate of Zion Church, New Middle- 
town, and the Rev. Ben D. Varner, 
graduate of Hamma Divinity School, 
who becomes the pastor of Bethlehem 
Church, Youngstown. 


Lutheran World Action 

The call of Lutheran World Action is 
on the agenda of every pastor and con- 
gregation, and it is with confidence of a 
large excess that the offering is antic- 
ipated. The sure-fire plans and meth- 
ods of Dr. Henry C. Roehner and the 
Rev. Tom Homrighausen, director and 
assistant director for the whole Synod 
of Ohio, are being followed metic- 
ulously. They get results. The energy, 
push and vitality of these leaders are a 
sure recipe for full quotas and excess. 


The membership of Holy Trinity 


Vows from Keading ee Vscinity 


THE ninety-second annual convention 
of the Reading Conference of the Min- 
isterium of Pennsylvania was held at 
Hope Church, Reading, Pa., April 26. 
The convention opened in the morning 
with a Communion Service followed by 
a business session on administrative 
matters. Officers were elected for the 
ensuing year: the Rev. Mark K. Trex- 


_ler, president; the Rev. Paul J. Dun- 


dore, secretary; the Rev. Frank E. 
Radcliffe, treasurer. 

Dinner was served to the delegates 
by the ladies of the host church. Dur- 
ing the afternoon, committee reports, 
education, missions, auxiliaries, and 
special business received attention. The 
evening session was a Lutheran World 
Action rally with Col. Charles D. 
Trexler, Chaplain, U. S. A., as special 
speaker. 


Relocation Planned 

Redeemer Church, Oakbrook, Read- 
ing, the Rev. Edward Emmers pastor, 
at this same session of the Reading 
Conference, received approval of its 


plan to relocate. This step is being © 


taken that the church may better serve 
the Kenhorst and Brookline sections 
in addition to Oakbrook. Redeemer has 
a 100 per cent enrollment in the Inner 
Mission Society of Reading and has 
paid its Lutheran World Action quota 
120 per cent. ; 


Church, Salem, celebrated a happy and 
victorious day Sunday, April 30, with a 
mortgage-burning ceremony. George 
W. Miley, D.D., president of the Synod 
of Ohio, preached the sermon. ° This 
congregation was organized in 1917, and 
erected the present $35,000 church in 
1931. The Rev. George D. Keister has 
been pastor since 1927. 


Dean Shatzer Main Speaker 

Wittenberg College and Hamma 
Divinity School alumni of the Youngs- 
town District met April 26 at St. Luke’s — 
Church, Youngstown, the Rev. M. A. 
Stull pastor. The speakers were Dean 
C. G. Shatzer, D.Se., and Mr. Philip B. 
Lottich, assistant to the president of 
Wittenberg. Dr. Shatzer presented some 
of the challenges and adjustments that 
seem imminent to our present system 
of education, and showed some koda- 
chrome pictures of the campus and 
buildings of Wittenberg College. Some 
information was given about the one 
hundredth anniversary celebration of 
the founding of Wittenberg College in 
1945. The alumni group plan another 
meeting in the summer. 


By LurHer SCHLENKER 


President Mark K. Trexler and the retiring 
president, the Rev. Luke S. Sweitzer 


St. Joseph Church, Hill, the Rev... 
Luther Lengel pastor, recently acquired 
a new altar cross, vases, candlesticks, 
missal stand, altar service book, and 
150 hymnals. The duplex envelope has 
been introduced and the council has 
adopted the rotation method. It has 
also been decided to have a catechetical 
class annually and eliminate the Ger- 
man preaching. 


St. Mark’s, Reading, the Rev. E. R. 
Deibert pastor, held a memorial service 
for one of its members, S. Sgt. Kenneth 
R. Gasser, who was killed in action in © 
the Tunisian campaign. This service, 
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PS 


as all other morning services during the 
month, was broadcast over Station 


WRAW. The Rev. Robert J. Wolfe, 


Service Center pastor of Harrisburg, 
preached recently at a Sunday morning 
service during the Lutheran World Ac- 
tion drive. May 14 a service was con- 
ducted especially for the benefit of the 
wives and mothers of those in the 
armed forces. Every mother received 
a prayer book. 


The Rev. Samuel K. Kistler has been 
installed as the new pastor of the Len- 
hartsville Parish. He succeeds the Rey. 
John Reiner, who has gone to Hebron 
Church, Blairsville, Pa. 


Easter at the Orphans' Home 

The Lutheran Orphans’ Home at 
Topton had a memorable Easter Day. 
Early in the morning the choir and 
older children visited all the buildings, 
singing Easter hymns. In the afternoon 
the children presented a pageant, The 
Dawning, and saw pictures: Each child 
received an Easter basket. 


A Boy Scout Troop, Reading No. 23, 
was installed in Hope Church, Reading, 


‘the Rev. Horace Mann pastor, with 


Herman D. Bernhardt as scoutmaster, 
a Senior Patrol Leader, who will soon 
become Junior Assistant Scoutmaster, 
and ten scouts. Several other boys are 


_ prospective members. There had been 


no troop at Hope Church for a number 
of years. 


Atonement Church, Wyomissing, held 
two special services recently. One was 
the annual Memorial Service for mem- 
bers who died during the year; the 
other, a special service in honor of the 
ninety men and four women from the 
congregation who are in the services of 
our country. 


Grace Church Shillington, the Rev. 
Victor Kroninger pastor, received 
thirty-two catechumens into adult 
membership through the rite of con- 
firmation and fifteen by letter of trans- 
fer or otherwise. There are now 156 
stars honoring the six women and 150 
men serving in the armed forces, and a 
gold star honoring one who has given 
his life. 


Coming Into Its Own 


In 1915, amidst enthusiasm and fine 
prospects, Bethel Church, Trenton, 
N. J., was received into the East Penn- 
sylvania Synod with a confirmed mem- 
bership of 157. Bethel had been or- 
ganized a year or so before its recep- 
tion and acquired property valued at 
$2,500. with a debt of $1,000. During 
these almost thirty years the church 
has made reasonable progress, but was 
hampered by an enormous debt. 

This has been the perfect example of 
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C. A. Rudisill Library 


LENOIR RHYNE COLLEGE 


(Co-educational) 
HICKORY, NORTH CAROLINA 


Owned and controlled by the United Evangelical Lutheran Synod of North Carolina... 
Fully accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. A.B. and 


B.S. degrees .. 


. Pre-professional, teachers’, business administration, and music courses... 


Expenses, $400 to $450 .. . For information and catalogue, write 


P. E. MONROE, President 
LENOIR RHYNE COLLEGE — HICKORY, N. C. 


Summer School Begins June 5. 


what a church debt should not be, the 
headache of the Mission Boards and the 
talk of the synod. This colossal debt, 
while all agencies come in for their 
share of blame, was hardly attributable 
to any particular person or board’s 
fault. It was an ambitious and opti- 
mistic day. When about ready for the 
roof, the contractor demanded an ad- 
ditional $10,000 because of unforeseen 
labor difficulties. A combination of sev- 
eral unfortunate circumstances hap- 
pened and the building cost about 
$100,000. 

The building, of red brick trimmed 
in white cast stone, was erected in 
1923-24. The resulting debt was the 
unique structure “of paper and faith 
from a first mortgage of $30,000 to sev- 
eral additional mortgages and notes 
until the debt amounted to $88,325. 

During the last few years Bethel has 
been coming into her own. The com- 
munity has been attracting a substan- 
tial class of people. New members of 
fine character in good numbers have 
been received. The courageous loyalty 
of the people and the co-operation of a 
local bank holding the first mortgage, 
have given the church new life and 
thrown the sheriff off the trail. Conse- 
quently in January 1944, Bethel became 
self-supporting as to salary, although 
still under obligations to the Board of 
American Missions for an extension 
loan. 

Over the years there have been about 
350 accessions, with a present baptized 
membership of 440 and a confirmed 
membership of 351. The present in- 
debtedness is $48,000 and pretty much 
under control. During these years the 


Fall Term Begins September 5. 


CHICAGO sttorocicar SEMINARY 


Opportunity for Cultural Profit 

and Academic Advance 
GRADUATE SCHOOL SUMMER SESSION, 
July 31 to August 18, with S.T.M. or S.T.D. 
credit. Strong faculty including Russell 
Dicks, W. H. Greever, H. Grady Davis, Otto 
Heick. Register now. Modest costs. Limited 
dormitory space. 
For further information and copy of new 

“recruiting” folder, write: 


Charles B. Foelsch, Ph.D., President 
Maywood, IIl. 


Summer quarter for undergraduates be- 
gins May 22. Fall Quarter, September 5 


in Virginia 
Offers A.B. and B.S. degrees. 

Prepares for the study of law, business 
administration, medicine, dentistry, phar- 
macy, laboratory technology, library sci- 
ence, social service, and theology. Co- 
educational. Accredited. More than 100 
years of distinguished service to Church 
and Nation. Scholarships. 

In the Virginia tradition, this old Lu- 
theran college offers the highest academic 
hospitality to ambitious students. 

CHAS. J. SMITH, D.D., LL.D., President 
Salem, Virginia 


Mission Boards, both synodical and 
American, have contributed $22,000. In 
the same time the congregation has re- 
turned in contributions for benevolence 
more than $10,000. 

In addition to the above, during the 
pastorate of Roy S. Bowers, D.D., since 
1931, the congregation has raised, in 
addition to debt and interest, $7,850 for 
repairs, improvements, and such equip- 
ment as has been required to place the 
property in its present good condition. 
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marks, those remarks and interpreta- 
tions stimulate thought and action. 
Among other things, the report showed 
a decrease in indebtedness of $33,605, 
and an increase of total income of 
$53,787. Baptized, confirmed and com- 
muning memberships all showed a net 
gain, with the communing membership 
exceeding 10,000 for the first time in the 
history of synod! Increase in benevy- 
olence contributions, apportioned and 
unapportioned, showed an increase of 
nearly $10,000, but the record of only 


67 per cent payment of apportionment 
can stand considerable improvement. 

The report of the necrologist, Dr. 
W. H. Blancke, included tributes to 
A. B. Leamer, D.D., who served as full- 
time president of the Iowa Synod for a 
number of years, and of Mrs. W. H. 
Blancke. The report was accepted with 
prayer by Pastor J. A. Miller, Daven- 
port. 

President Erland Nelson, Caithage 
College; Dean Thomas Rinde, Western 
Theological Seminary; Superintendent 
LeRoy Weihe, Nachusa Orphanage; and 
Executive Secretary George Westby, 
Iowa Lutheran Welfare Society, were 


Make your choice now of the kind of 
life you and your wife want to live 
after age 65. Just a few minutes spent 


with our local representative will 
demonstrate how easily Social Security 
and Lutheran Mutual Retirement In- 
come can work together to provide an 
assured income and a life of comfort 
Pe retirement age. You may be sur- 

' prised to learn what a moderate amount 
of life insurance will do when wisely 
coordinated with your Social Security 


benefits. 


Ask your local LUTHERAN MUTUAL 
agent today — to chart an adequate 
retirement income suited to the indi- 


vidual requirements of your family. 


$ Send me a copy of your new folder ‘‘Retirement Income for 
Lutherans." 
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accorded the privilege of addressing 
the convention. 

Pastor David M. Funk, chairman of 
the Committee on Evangelism, pre- 
sented an earnest appeal for a more 
definite program of evangelism in all 
its phases. Most important of the five 
recommendations included in the re- 
port was “that we consider the pos- 
sibility of having the new executive 
secretary of evangelism, the Rev. O. W. 
Carlson, D.D., visit our synod with the 
prospect of setting up Schools of Evan- 
gelism in some of our most strategic 
centers.” 


Now Within Reach 


For the first time the Stewardship 
Committee will have a means of reach- 
ing every home in the Iowa Synod as 
the result of the adoption of that com- 
mittee’s recommendation “that one col- 
umn of each issue of the Iowa Synod 
Lutheran be used for the promotion of 
Christian Stewardship in the Iowa 
Synod.” Present committee members 
are H. P. Leonard, Davenport; Emma 
Helble, Princeton; and Pastor F. D. 
Boldt, chairman. 

After considerable discussion, synod 
voted to cancel the district meetings 
scheduled by the Parish and Church 
School Committee in co-operation with 
the U. L. C. A. Parish and Church 
School Board to explain the new Chris- 
tian Growth Series. The action was 
taken because the literature would not 
be off the press in time for the meet- 
ings, and delegates felt that results 
would not be worth the time and ex- 
pense involved without it. This will 
mean added work for Chairman Ritzen 
and his committee but it is believed 
that the results of later meetings will 
more than justify the extra labor. 

The Committee on Resolutions, Pas- 
tor Emerson Miller, Davenport, chair- 
man; Pastor M. O. Lee, Mason City; 
and A. G. Heitman, Sioux City, brought 
in a well-deserved resolution com- 
mending Pastor Maurice E. Lesher and 
the Clinton congregation for their hos- 
pitality. In spite of difficult and crowded 
wartime conditions, delegates felt that 
the convention was the most enjoyable, 
as well as profitable, held in many a 
year. 

A resolution that synod “register its 
protest to the Senators of Iowa for the 
recent ruling of the Selective Service 
Commission which stopped all defer- 
ments of candidates for the ministry, 
unless in ‘the seminary, July 1, 1944,” 


_ and one directing the synodical. board 


to the consideration of changes in the 
present budget plan under which needs 
on the local territory are classed as 
preferred claims, and whatever is left 
goes to the United Lutheran Church 
and Tabitha Home, were adopted by 
the convention. 
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or Closer Fellowship 


‘ Tue Ministers’ Alliance of the United 
Lutheran Church in America churches 
of Milwaukee and Vicinity and the con- 
ference of the pastors of the American 
Lutheran Conference churches here 
have held two joint meetings, January 
10 and April 17, to consider the matter 
of closer unity of all the Lutheran 
bodies in America. 

At the first free conference, the Rev. 
Dr. John C. Mattes of the Wartburg 
‘Seminary of Dubuque, Iowa, was the 
speaker. He traced briefly the history 
and development of the Lutheran 
‘church in America, showing the de- 
velopment of the different Lutheran 
bodies and unification in some instances 
and non-unity tendencies in others. It 
was a very fine, satisfying and hopeful 
presentation, and his conclusion was 
that all Lutheran bodies in America are 
now one in theory, if not yet one in 
practice. 

At the more recent meeting, the 

speaker was the Rey. T. A; Kantonen, 
Ph.D., of Hamma Divinity School, 
Springfield, Ohio. In his address he 
began where Dr. Mattes left off and 
spoke of the dis-unity of the Lutheran 
Church in America, as being wasteful 
and even sinful. He also showed the 
obstacles to closer union. 
_ Opportunity was given for questions 
and discussion, and a number of the 40 
to 50 pastors participated. A consider- 
able number of ministers of the Mis- 
souri Synod were present and given 
the privilege of debate. One of the Mis- 
| souri pastors invited the group to hold 
the next meeting in his church. Al- 
though this was not an officially called 
meeting it indicated a real live interest 
in a closer unity of the Lutheran 
Church forces in Milwaukee and Vicin- 
ity. M. E. Bovutton. 


‘Associate Pastor Elected 


The Rev. Henry B. Luffberry was in- 
stalled as associate pastor of Tabernacle 
Church, Philadelphia, Pa., -April 23. 
The president of the Central Pennsyl- 
vania Synod, Dr. M. R. Hamsher, and 
the Lutheran Student Pastor of Phila- 
delphia, Dr. Robert H. Gearhart, of- 
ficiated, giving the charge to the pastor 
and the congregation respectively. The 
pastor of the congregation, Dr. William 
J. Miller, Jr., and the Rev. Joseph E, 
Stermer also participated in the service. 
' Mr. Luffberry was graduated from 
‘the Wharton School of the University 
of Pennsylvania and for two years was 
in active business life. Upon his deci- 
sion to enter the ministry he entered 
the Philadelphia Seminary and ,upon 
graduation became pastor of Trinity 
Church, South Pottstown, Pa. 
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SUSQUEHANNA UNIVERSITY 


SELINSGROVE, PENNSYLVANIA 
Announces two six-week Summer Terms: 
First Term June 20 to July 29 
Second Term July 31 to September 9 
REGULAR SESSION begins September 18, 1944 


Courses of Study in Liberal Arts (A.B.), Business Edu- 
eation (B.S.) and Public School Music (BS.), 


Highly accredited, serving the Church and the Nation 
on a full-time civilian basis. 


For catalog write: 


The Library G. MORRIS SMITH, D.D., LL.D., President 


THIS SUMMER —a choice of 9 weeks—MOUNT CARMEL 


JUNE 26 TO AUGUST 28 
on beautiful Lake Carlos, Alexandria, Minn. 


Every week a Christ-centered program of Bible study, Christian fellowship, 
inspiration, recreation and rest in modern accommodations. 


Well planned for Lutheran young people and adults of all ages. ° 


Please write for complete illustrated folder, giving more information. 


LUTHERAN BIBLE INSTITUTE 
1619 Portland Ave. Sees - - Minneapolis 4, Minn. 


|. Christian experience and character 

2. Culture and refinement 

3. Thorough training for life work 

A strong Christian faculty—accreditment by North-Central Association for past 28 years— 
Thousands of former students now serving in important positions. 


Degrees: B.A., B.S., B.Mus. Basic preparation for: 
Business ‘Administration Agriculture 


Teacher Training Dentistry 
Home Economics (for Smith-Hughes teaching) Eneererne 
Music—including radio training Medicine 


Physical Education 

Physical Sciences (5 major fields) ane ervies 

Social Sciences Library 

Humanities Theology 
COSTS—VERY REASONABLE. 


Under new plan, four-year courses can be completed in three calendar years. 
Write 


ERLAND NELSON, President CARTHAGE, ILLINOIS 


PASTORS 
Does your congregation know about 


MARION COLLEGE? 


It has an enviable record as a thoroughly 
Christian College. 

Girls who could not afford a fuvt-year col- 

lege course, can receive further training 

after high school at MARION, an accredited 

Junior College. After graduation girls may 

transfer to the college of their choice. 

TELL THEM ABOUT MARION COLLEGE 

For information write 


Rev. Henry E. Horn, Box K, Marion, Va. 
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CHILDREN'S DAY 


SERVICES 


The Children’s Day Service for 1944 appears 
in the May issue of THE PARISH SCHOOL 
MAGAZINE, A year’s subscription will bring 
many other worthwhile features. Price, $1.00 a 
year; in clubs of five or more at 80 cents. Re- 
prints of Children’s Day Service, 10 cents a copy. 


FORMER SERVICES AVAILABLE: At Thy 
Service, Lord; O Come, Let.Us Worship; Riches 
That Are Ours; Story That God Is Love; Praise 
the Lord. Price, 8 cents; 60 cents a dozen; 
$4.00 a hundred. Samples on Request. 


INVITATION CARD No. 980 


An attractive post card with greeting and 
Bible verse on picture side; invitation on ad- 


dress side. Price, 20 cents a dozen; $1.25 a. 


hundred. 


SOUVENIR 


Especially appealing to boys and girls is this 
souvenir with greeting on front, Bible verse on 
the back and with a string attached for fasten- 
ing to lapel or button. Price, 20 cents a dozen; 
$1.25 a hundred. 


Corps, Headquarters, Fourth Air Force, 
and Lis. Jack Falkenberg, State Re- 
gional Hospital, Hammer Field, Fresno, | 
and Charles Weesner, Headquarters, 
Fourth Air Force, San Francisco. The 
importance of this worth-while pro- 
gram appears in the face of the near- 
million annual veteran discharges. The © 
Veterans’ Administration has had the 
supervision of veteran rehabilitation 
since World War I. Legislation is pend- 
ing in Congress that aims to put this 
important work under Army super- | 
vision until the convalescent veteran | 
is prepared to step into a suitable job. 
The Chaplains and Service Pastors | 
met in separate sessions Wednesday | 
morning, Dr. Ylvisaker addressing and | 
conducting the Chaplains’ meeting, and 
Dr. C. E. Krumbholz, Director of Lu-| 
theran Welfare, National Lutheran | 
Council, addressing the Service Pas- | 
tors’ meeting. Dr. Krumbholz dis-— 
cussed the new plan of the National 
Lutheran. Council to co-ordinate the 
work of the Service Commission, the 
Commission on American Missions, and 
the Department of Welfare, as well as 
the co-operation of the Service Pastor 
with army chaplains in army hospitals 
visitation work. i 
Service Pastor Edwin W. Petrussonil 


CHICAGO II 
PITTSBURGH 22 
COLUMBIA 3 


Salinas, Calif, presented an able dis- | 
cussion of the responsibility and place 
of the Church in a program of reha-_ 
bilitation. He charged the Church with- 
the responsibility of making a new ap-_ 
proach to lifé-centered, Bible-based~ 
preaching, as well as to congregational 
life into which the discharged veteran 
may be properly integrated; as well as 
in the relationship between the pastor 
and his people, which should more 
nearly emulate that of chaplain and the- 
service man and woman; and also in 
the relation of the Church to its home~ 
community, wherein it must break 
down the walls of isolation and through 
 spiritualized members form a bulwark 
in its community against all evil forces 
in community education, business and 
government. 


The United Lutheran Publication House 
1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Fruitful Conference 


West Coast Chaplains and Service 
Pastors Meet in King George Hotel 
Service Center, San Francisco 


Post-war rehabilitation was the key- 
note of the first plenary West Coast 
Conference of Lutheran Chaplains and 
Service Center Pastors affiliated with 
the National Lutheran Council, as- 
sembling at the King George Service 
Center in San Francisco; Pastors J. E. 
Oslund and A. B. Swan hosts. 

_The conference topic was ably intro- 
duced by Service Commission Director 
N. M. Ylvisaker, D.D., at the opening 
session. He sketched the plans being 
projected by the National Lutheran 
Council to preserve orphaned Lutheran 
missions in foreign-lands, to bring re- 
lief to fellow Lutherans in Europe in 
the wake of the Allied march of vic- 
tory, to help solve the snarling race 
problem which threatens the post-war 
period in aggravated form, to imple- 
ment Lutheran missions in South 
America, and to re-establish the re- 
turned veteran in his home community. 

Up-to-the-minute development in 
the rehabilitation of convalescent train- 
ees and veterans under army super- 
vision was clearly described in a sym- 
posium conducted. by Major P. W. 
Holmes of the Medical Administration 


Here’s good news, for the many 
churches and artists of the con- 
sole whose ambition has been 
to own or play a Moller Organ. 


A limited number of Moller 
craftsmen havenow turned from 
producing instruments of war, 
to planning ‘‘The Artist of 


Dr. Ylvisaker Banquet Speaker 
Organs—The Organ of Artists’’. 


Seventy-nine chaplains of California 
and the San Francisco Bay area were 
deeply thrilled by Dr. Ylvisaker’s ban- 
quet address at the Hotel Whitcomb, 
Tuesday evening. The national pres- 
ident of the Chaplains’ Association (for 
the duration) led these chaplains of 
all denominations to think seriously on 
the call, of the chaplaincy and its su- 
preme requirement, namely, that the 
chaplain must be a man of God. 

The banquet of the Service Pastors | 
was held at the same hotel Wednesday — 
evening. Here Dr. Ylvisaker conducted 
a profitable round table discussion on | 
problems indigenous to Service Center 
work. The Service Center pastor is 


Your order, if received now, will 
be placed on the Moller Prefer- 
red List—giving you assurance 
of early possession of one of the 
first post-war Moller instru- 
ments. 


Plan Now— Write Moller— Get 
on the Preferred List. And re- 
member that organs bearing 
the Moller mark of craftsman- 
ship give the ultimate in tonal 
beauty, quality and satisfaction. 


CQMOMER 


THE ARTIST OF ORGANS-THE ORGAN OF ARTISTS 


HAGERSTOWN, MARYLAND 
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first and always a civilian chaplain, 
whose chief duty is spiritual and not 
social and managerial. 

The Conference partook of Holy 
Communion Wednesday evening in the 
King George Center Chapel, with Serv- 
ice Pastor H. I. Muus, Spokane, Wash., 
delivering the confessional address, and 
Service Pastor A. B. Swan as liturgist. 
‘Chaplains Alf. M. Kraabel, Camp Mc- 
Quaide, Calif.; William Belk, 12th 
Naval District, San Francisco; Luther 
Gerhart, Camp Elliott (Marines), San 
Diego; and M. B. Tollefsrud, Camp 
Stoneman, Pittsburg, Calif., were devo- 
tional leaders at the various sessions. 

Henry E. Kocu, Secretary. 


William Kemp Mauney 
(Continued from page 2) 


“For a number of years he was pres- 
ident of the Alumni Association of the 
- college. 

“Several years ago he established a 
$25,000. Scholarship Fund in Lenoir 
Rhyne College to assist worthy boys 
and girls in acquiring an education. 
This fund is this year helping five 
young people in their school efforts. 

“In 1927 he joined with his father 
-and uncle and the other members of 
the Mauney family in contributing 
$100,000 to build Mauney Hall, the at- 
‘tractive dormitory for girls on the 
Lenoir Rhyne College campus. 

“In 1928 and 1929 he was elected 
president of the synodical Brotherhood 
of the North Carolina Synod. 

“But, prior to that time, at the annual 
‘meeting of the North Carolina Synod 
in Kings Mountain, in 1922, he was the 
prime mover in starting the Loan and 
Gift Fund of $100,000 for Home Mis- 
sions in North Carolina, to which he 
and the Mauney family have contrib- 
uted liberally, and which has made 
possible a constantly growing program 
of church expansion for the Lutheran 
Synod of North Carolina. 

“In addition to all this, he gives lib- 
erally toward the establishment of new 
mission churches in the synod every 
year. Nor is this all; other churches 
and church causes find a sympathetic 
and responsive heart in their approach 
to him. 

“Mr. Mauney has been five different 
years elected by the synod as a dele- 
gate to the conventions of the United 
Lutheran Church in America, and is 
now a delegate elect to the Minneapolis 
; Convention, which he plans to attend. 
“And while true to his Church, he 

has been a good citizen. Of the five 
Mauney brothers—of which he is the 
fifth—not one of them has ever used 
tobacco in any form or intoxicating 
drinks. It is still further noteworthy 
that all five of his own boys are follow- 
ing his example in total abstinence.” 
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Congregations 


Baltimore, Md. The offering taken 
for Lutheran World Action in 1944 at 
All Saints Church, of which Dr. Ernest 
R. McCauley is pastor, amounted to 
$500, and additional contributions will 
increase this sum. The quota assigned 
this church was $300. Pastor and peo- 
ple are happy in this accomplishment. 


Chicago, Ill. Reformation Church, 
the Rev. John M. Spaid pastor, voted 
enthusiastically to proceed directly 
after Easter with a campaign for $15,000 
towards a new church. At the special 
congregational meeting held after a 
midweek Lenten service at which the 
message was brought by President 
Armin G. Weng of the Illinois Synod, a 
non-member announced that because 
of what Reformation Church had meant 


Sexy, Lady - 
IT WON’T BE ENOUGH 


“TEAPOT SAVINGS” NEVER QUITE RISE TO 
THE "RAINY DAY” NEEDS OF LATER LIFE 


The cold fact is this: a majority of folks—in spite of small savings 


along the way—are dependent on others at the age of sixty or 


sixty-five. The Lutheran Brotherhood, with its retirement policies, 


makes it possible for Lutherans to keep their financial independence 


through the later years. Annual premiums are consistently low. 


What safer plan than insurance can a wise man or woman choose 


to provide comfort and income in later years. 


This coupon will bring full information on 
Lutheran Brotherhood retirement policies without obligation. 


LUTHERAN 


BROTHERHOOD, 


Legal Reserve Life Insurance for Lutherans | nites 


HERMAN L. EKERN, President 
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Lutheran Brotherhood 
608 2nd Ave. So., Minneapolis 2, Minn. 


Please send me literature and rates onyour 
retirement income insurance policies. | 


608 Second Avenue South * Minneapolis 2, Minnesota | ARGS OSS ore as | 
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From 


VICTORY 
To 


PEACE 


by PAUL HUTCHINSON 


Its comprehensive analysis of all the 
problems involved in the coming peace 
make it the number one book for 


every Christian leader. An important 
book today; an essential one tomor- 


row. Have you read it? 


“The best dose of cold realism and 
prophetic inspiration we have read.’— 
Lutheran Outlook. 


“A masterful survey of the present 


world scene.’’—Christian Advocate. 
“Thoroughly Christian and com- 


pletely realistic.’—The Churchman. 


“The finest job of demonstrating the 
realism of Christian proposals for a 
secure postwar world I have seen.’’— 
Halford E. Luccock. 


A best-seller wherever good 
religious books are sold. 


Price, $1.50. 


Order your copy today. 


WILLETT, CLARK & CO. 
Chicago. 5, Wl. 


THE ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH 


The downtown Lutheran Church of 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
1329 SOUTH ALVARADO 8ST. 
| W. S. Dysinger, D.D., Pastor 
“We believe the Bible and preach the Gospel”’ 
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F SUNSHINE 


cae BcHOOE 
BIBLE READING SERVICE 
LUTHER LEAGUE 


Only $25 to $35 


Secures This Electric Bulletin 


Build your own cabinet from our 
blue prints, and we supply steel 
sign panel and letter equipment. 
Hundreds of churches are thus se- 
curing an electric bulletin at great 
savings. Send for information. 


H. E. WINTERS SPECIALTY CO. 
— 308, E. 4th St. Davenport, lowa 
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to his son lost in the war, he would 
give $5,000 when the ten thousandth 
dollar was paid to the Building Fund. 


Detroit, Mich. St. Paul’s Church, the 
Rey. C. A. Jacobi pastor, had the larg- 
est Easter attendance in many years, 
when 500 persons filled the church. 
During the week a service was held for 
the men in the armed services and a 
memorial service for one who was 
killed in action in the South Pacific. 

April 23 the congregation burned the 
$5,000 note held by the Board of Amer- 
ican Missions; 150 persons participated 
in the program at the Victory dinner 
held on this occasion. At this time the 
members voted to redecorate the church 
beginning the first week in August. 
More than half the money for this work 
is already pledged. 


Dixon, Ill. St. Paul's Church, the 
Rev. Lloyd W. Walter pastor, reports 
that Mrs. Ellen Nosworthy in her will 
left $1,000 to the church and $500 to 
Nachusa Orphanage. Recently the con- 
gregation built a new parsonage din- 
ing room and kitchen, and renovated 
the church kitchen. The pastor’s sal- 
ary has been increased substantially. 


Elgin, Ill. Holy Trinity Church, the 
Rev. Harmon J. McGuire pastor, suf- 
fered a fire loss of more than $4,000 
recently and .will need to be‘redeco- 
rated. The main damage was to the 
wiring of the organ and church school 
furniture. 


Milwaukee, Wis. At a special con- 
gregational meeting held at the Church 
of the Redeemer April 16 the resigna- 
tion of Assistant Pastor P. H. Wald- 


. schmidt was accepted. He has accepted 


a call to the pastorate of Mt. Carmel 
Church, Minneapolis, Minn. A call was 
issued to Mr. Melvin Peterson to be- 
come assistant to the pastor of Re- 
deemer Church, Dr. A. A, Zinck. Mr. 
Peterson is a member of this year’s 
graduating class of the Northwestern 
Theological Seminary at Minneapolis. 


SYNODS 


The eighty-second annual convention of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Canada will be 
held in St. eas Church, Ayton, Ontario, June 
6-9, the Rev. F. W. Haak pastor. Opening Serv- 
ice with Holy Communion, Tuesday, June 6, at 
8. P. M. Ayton may be reached by the 
CaN. Re. C. H. Little, Sec. 


The ee annual convention of the Central 
Pennsylvania Synod will be held in ao Church, 
Harrisburg, Pa., S. W. Herman, astor, 
May 22-24, The convention will open in’ Monday 


with a business session at 1.30 P. Rune 
celebration of Holy Communion at 7. MS Pp. 
Tuesday, 7.45 P. M., will be “Brotherhood 


Night” and the service of Licensure and Or- 


dination will be held Wednesday at 7.45 P. M. 


Joseph D. Krout, Sec. 


The sixteenth annual convention of the 
Florida Synod will be held at St. John’s Church, 
10th and Silver Sts., Jacksonville, Fla., C. F. H. 
Krueger, D.D., pastor, June 12-14. Opening 
session, the Communion Service with sermon 
by the president Monday, at 8.00 P. M. 

The Synodical banquet in charge of the 
Women’s Missionary iid will be held Tues- 
day, June 13, at 7.30 P. 

Robert n “Van Deusen, Sec. 


The twenty-fifth annual convention of the 
Illinois Synod will be held May 23-25, in Grace 
Church, Springfield, Ill, the Rev. A. Burd 
Arganbright pastor. The convention will open 
with the Holy Communion Service, May 23, at 
9.00 A. M., with President Armin G. Weng 
preaching the sermon. 

The Ordination Bs will be conducted 
May 24, at 8.00 P. 

The synodical Brotherhood Convention will 
be held in Springfield May 22, 

Luther C. Mueller, Sec. 


The eleventh annual convention of the Ken- 
tucky-Tennessee Synod will be held May 17 and 
18 in Grace .Church, Louisville, Ky., the Rev. 
Gerard Busch pastor. Sessions will open with 
the Holy Communion at 9.00 A. M. with Pres- 
ident I. R. Ladd preaching the sermon. 

Lorin L. Spenny, Sec. 


The one hundred twenty-fifth annual conven- 
tion of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the 
State of Mar phase will be held at the Lutheran 


Theological Seminary, Gettysburg, Pa., May 31 
and June 1. Opening Seseion ay 31 at 8.30 
A. M. . Frank Fife, Sec. 


The fifty-fifth annual convention of the Synod 
of the Midwest will be held May 31-June 4 in 
St. Mark’s Church, Bloomfield, Nebr., the Rev. 
H. O. Rhode pastor. Synod will open Wednes- 
day evening, May 31, with the Service of Holy 
Communion. The Rev. Herman Goede, pres- 
ident of synod, will preach the sermon. 

Lorin John Wolff, Sec. 


The 197th annual convention of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Ministerium of Pennsylwania 
and the Adjacent States will be held in the 
Church of the Holy Communion, Chestnut St. 
between 21st and 22d, Philadelphia, Pa., J. 
Henry Harms, D.D., pastor, beginning Monday 
evening, Ma ay 22. The delegates will register 
at 6.45 P. M., and the Confessional Service to 
be followed by The Service with Holy Com- 
munion will begin at 7.45 P. 

William TE Stough, Sec. 


The twenty-fourth annual convention of the 
Synod of Ohio will be held in First Church, 
Mansfield, Ohio, Grover E. Swoyer, D.D., pastor, 
May 22-25. 

e convention will open with the Service of 
Holy Communion, Monday even. May 22, at 
8.00 o’clock. George W. Miley, D president 
of the synod, will deliver the opening sermon. 

Carveth Pearn Mitchell, Sec. 


The sixteenth annual convention of the United 
Lutheran Synod of New York will be held at 
First Lutheran Church, 646 State St., Albany, 
Rate Chalmers E. Frontz, D.D., pastor, June 
Synod will open with the Communion Service — 
and sermon by the president at St. John's 
Church, 160 Central Ave., Albany. Wednesday, 
June 7, at 8.00 P. M., the Ordination Service 
will be held at St. John’s Church. ae ses- 
sions will be held daily at 9.00 A. M. and 2.00 
P. M., at First Lutheran Church, Albany. 

All candidates for ordination ‘and members 
of other synods desiring to become members 
of the New York Synod will faa So with — 
the chairman of the Examining Commit ee the 
Rev. Walter M. Ruccius, 95 Mead St., Hemp- 
stead, L. I, N. Y. Paul C. White, Sec. 


The one hundred second convention of the 
Pittsburgh Synod will be held in First Church, 
Grant St., Pittsburgh 19, Pa., Adam J. Holl, 
EXD); pastor, beginning May 22. The Confes- — 
sional and Communion Service will be held at 
3.30 P. M., Monday, May 22. The Executive 
Committee and the Examining Committee will 
meet that day at 9.30 A. M. 

John J. Myers, Sec. 


The sixth-ninth annual convention of the 
Wartburg Synod will be held June 6-8 in St. 
Paul's Church, Chicago, I11., the Rev. E. Schmidt 
pastor. Opening session Tuesday evening wi 
the Service of Holy Communion, Presiden 
R. R. Belter, D.D., will preach the sermon. 

William W. Roth, Sec. 


NEW YORK SYNOD’S BROTHERHOOD 


The convention of the Brotherhood of the 
United Lutheran Synod of New York will be 
held at First Lutheran Church, 646 State St. 
Albany, N. Y., Dr. Chalmers E, Frontz pastor, 
beginning with an inspirational service Sunday 
evening, June 4, and continuing with buna 
sessions June 5 at 10.00 A. M. and 2.00 P. M. 
and on June 6 at 11.15 A. M. Communications 
should be sent to the secretary of the Brother- 
hood, Mr. Edward Zehr, 110-02 20ist Street, 
St. Albans, L. I., N. Y. 

Paul C. White, Synodical Secretary. 


PHILADELPHIA SEMINARY’S AUXILIARY 


The fifth annual meeting of the Women’s 
Auxiliary of the Lutheran Theological Seminary 
at Philadelphia will be held Friday, June 2, at 
1.30 P. M., in the Seminary Chapel. The speaker 
will be Dr. Emil E. Fischer. A social hour will 
follow the business meeting. 

Ruth D. Rhyne, Sec. 
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CANTATE DOMINO 
By Leland.B. Sateren 


Forty-one selections of sacred songs for 
three and four-part treble voices. Varying 
degrees of difficulty, from Grade | through 
IV. May be used for children's choirs or for 
ladies’ trios and quartets. Timely and well 
worthwhile. Price, 60 cents a copy 


LUTHERAN CONFESSIONAL 
THEOLOGY 


By C. H. Little 


This volume sets forth in a brief, popular 
manner the chief teachings of the Lutheran 
Church as set forth in The.Augsburg Con- 
fession and the Formula of Concord. The 
author's purpose is to familiarize the laity 
with these doctrines. Price, $1.25 


EDIFYING DISCOURSES 
By Soren Kierkegaard 

The first in a series of four volumes, this 
work stresses the power of faith and love in 
fitting men to live confidently in the pres- 
ent and expectantly for the future. Trans- 
lated from Danish by David F. and Lillian 
M. Swenson. Price, $1.50 


LAND OF SUSPENSE 
By Eivind Berggrav 

The people, religion and customs of 
North Norway are set forth here by Berg- 
grav, who is the distinguished leader of 
Norway's valiant Lutheran Church in_ its 


struggle against Nazi oppression. Provides 
a delineation of the author. _ Price, $1.50 


AUGSBURG PO 


for Lutherans | 


A COMPEND OF LUTHER'S THEOLOGY 
By Hugh Thomson Kerr, Jr. 

Designed as a manual of Luther's essen- 
tial emphases in one volume, the book 
takes its material largely from single or 
series translations and compilations gener- 


ally known but rarely included in the pas- 
tor's library. Price, $2.00 


COME AND SEE 
By Helen Allen 

An introspective review of the Bible 
story from Creation to the coming of 
Christ and the progress of Christianity up 
to the present. The church's great preach- 
ers and reformers pass in a helpful histor- 
ical review. Price, $1.25 


ON PATHS OF DESTINY 

This book is one of a series of four giving 
a new slant to foreign missions, missions in 
Bible times, Lutheran missions in general 
and the blessing of soul saving. Titles of 
others in the series are: On Sandals of 
Peace, On Wings of Faith and On Run- 
ways of Destiny. Price, $1.00 the set 


JOHANN SEBASTIAN BACH 
By Laurence N. Field 

A human, appealing story, this biography 
of Bach presents the great musician as a 
lovable and living character, a Christian 
and a church worker. Not technical, Bach 
is seen by the author as a musician of the 
people. Price, $1.50 


The United Lutheran Publication House 
1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
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ADD TO KNOWLEDGE... 
Keverence 


“Jesus was the master-teacher, and the strategy of His 
followers is to TEACH His Gospel, so that growth in char- 
acter and godliness may keep pace with growth in knowl- . 
edge and intelligence all the way from the kindergarten 
to the graduate school of the university. In such a picture 
the Christian College is a star of the first magnitude.” 


j 


i . 
Select a Lutheran College where the Word of God is taught. These colleges deserve Lutheran youth — 


and Lutheran support.... 


CARTHAGE COLLEGE, Carthage, IIl. 
GETTYSBURG COLLEGE, Gettysburg, Pa. 
HARTWICK COLLEGE, Oneonta, N. Y. 


LENOIR RHYNE COLLEGE, Hickory, N. C. 
MARION COLLEGE, Marion, Va. 
MIDLAND COLLEGE, Fremont, Neb. 
MUHLENBERG COLLEGE, Allentown, Pa. 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE, Newberry, S. C. 
ROANOKE COLLEGE, Salem, Va. 
SUSQUEHANNA UNIVERSITY, Selinsgrove, Pa. 
THIEL COLLEGE, Greenville, Pa. 

WAGNER COLLEGE, Staten Island, N. Y. 
WATERLOO COLLEGE, Waterloo, Ont., Can. 
WITTENBERG COLLEGE, Springfield, O. 
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